C HECK I T O UT !
a bi‐monthly newsletter of the
Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library

Ebooks and Libraries
by Carrie Ottow, Reference Librarian

Our patrons love eBooks! The Library has
been offering eBooks through Library2Go since
2010 and the service has been growing in
popularity ever since. If you are a Libary2Go
user, you know that the selection is not the same
as what we have in print in the Library. While we
are excited to be able to provide eBooks to our patrons,
there are several restrictions that prevent us from offering
everything we would like.
The publishing landscape is in flux, and publishers do not
have a uniform model for pricing eBooks. Many publishers did
not initially allow libraries to purchase eBooks at all. Things are
looking better in that regard: four of the “Big 5” publishers now
sell eBooks to libraries. But the terms under which they sell them
vary. Some publishers will sell us their books at over 10 times the
price consumers pay. For example, you can purchase an eBook
version of J.K. Rowling’s The Casual Vacancy for $7.35 from
Amazon, but it costs the Library $105.00. And we can only allow
one person to read it at a time. If we want more people to have
access, we need to buy additional copies. Other publishers sell
library eBooks at prices much closer to consumer prices, but they
will limit the number of checkouts or the length of time we can
license them. Harper Collins books can only be checked out 26
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times, then we have to re‐purchase
them. Books from Penguin Publishing
will expire after one year.
What does this mean for the
Library’s eBook collection? With these
pricing models, we cannot maintain
the same kind of comprehensive
collection in eBook format as we can
in print. Particularly vexing are the
one‐year time limits. Just think if print books were sold this way —
we would need to replace our entire collection every year!
Fortunately, there are many other publishers outside of the
“Big 5” that sell library eBooks at prices that are much more
affordable, but these are not usually the best‐sellers. Most of the
Library2Go collection is purchased by the Oregon Digital Library
Consortium, of which we are a member, so we are able to share
the costs among libraries. But we also purchase extra copies of
eBooks that are only available to our patrons in Benton County.
We are currently discussing our strategy for purchasing eBooks
and trying to find ways to get the most bang for our buck.
If you have questions or comments about eBooks, we’d love
to hear from you. You can contact the Adult Reference Desk at
541.766.6793 or email us through our askalibrarian form. For
more information, see also the American Library Association’s
Frequently asked questions regarding eBooks and U.S. libraries.

Message from Library Director Carolyn Rawles
We are fortunate in Corvallis and Benton County to have
county‐wide library service. Several of our neighboring counties
do not. Creating and maintaining this service took many years,
several elections, and many volunteers.
Library service in Corvallis dates to 1899, when the Corvallis
Coffee Club, later the Woman’s Club, established a collection of
books to keep firefighters occupied between fire calls. Service
grew and the City of Corvallis began to fund the Library. In the
1920s, the County began to give the City small amounts to open
the Library to County residents. Funding was never a sure thing
from year to year.
Over the years, Library supporters sought a stable funding
source for City and County library services. In 1994, the voters
passed the Library Service District for a permanent tax rate for
library services county‐wide (except for the portion of North

Albany within the Albany city limits
which is part of the Albany Public Library).
The District provides about one‐third
of the funding for the library system,
funding branch and bookmobile service
and part of the operation of the Corvallis
Library. The rest of the Library’s budget
comes from the City of Corvallis General Fund and the operating
levy, with a small amount from Library fines and fees.
The Corvallis Public Library was built in 1932, with additions in
1965 and 1992. Libraries were opened in Philomath in 1942, Monroe
about 1952, and Alsea in 1953 (although these last two did not
become official system branches until the mid‐1980s). Philomath’s
current building opened in 1995, Monroe’s in 2013, and Alsea’s in
2004. Each branch is owned and maintained by its local community.

Library Foundation Corner
by Betty McCauley, Honorary Foundation Board Member

645 NW Monroe Ave
Corvallis OR 97330
541.766.6926
www.thebestlibrary.net
HOURS
Mon – Thu
Fri – Sat
Closed Sun

10:00 am – 8:00 pm
10:00 am – 6:00 pm

Alsea Community Library
19192 Alsea Hwy • Alsea OR 97324
541.487.5061
HOURS
Mon, Wed, Sat
Tue, Thu

10:00 am – 4:30 pm
2:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Monroe Community Library
380 N 5th St • Monroe OR 97456
541.847.5174
HOURS
Mon
Tue, Thu
Wed
Sat

1:30 pm – 4:30 pm
10:00 am – 4:30 pm
3:00 pm – 8:00 pm
10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Philomath Community Library
1050 Applegate St • Philomath OR 97370
541.929.3016
HOURS
Mon, Tue
Wed – Sat

10:00 am – 8:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm
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It is no secret that the Library Foundation’s main function is to support the Corvallis‐
Benton County Public Library. What could be better than raising money to meet the Library’s
needs and dreams? I suggest that it is even better when your gift honors someone you
love and respect. Every year the budget includes funds given in memory or in honor of
someone who enjoyed and used the Library.
There are a number of ways in which you can do so. It is important to know that
donations are always welcomed, and that the City does not offset or cut the money
budgeted for Library management by donation amounts. Therefore you can designate
the area or service you wish to support – for example, children’s services, new technology,
or books, and the intent will be honored. No amount is too small. Added to other gifts it
enhances the Library collections and services. The Foundation controls such distributions.
Occasionally larger funds are given and invested to continue providing certain services
chosen by the donor. For example, one fund is designated for our County’s rural libraries.
Some donors want the entire fund to be
used for a specified service as long as the
money lasts. One family established a
permanent endowment in which only the
interest supports the service. If you have an
idea for a larger gift, please contact Library
Director Carolyn Rawles about the needs of
the Library and requirements of certain funds.
The variety of cultural and educational
values in our community ensures that the
Library will grow in its unique personality
forever. All of you have the opportunity –
through memorials and gifts honoring loved
ones – to keep the Corvallis‐Benton County
Past President Rosie Schimerlik displays the
Library vibrant and exciting.
Complete the Block check presented to
City Council on December 16, 2013

Friends of the Library Corner
by Cathe Walker, Membership Chair, Friends of the Library Board

The Friends of the Library would like to thank all of our members who so generously
support Library programs through their annual memberships and additional donations,
and through the gifts of their time and energies to make our fundraising activities such a
success. This year the Friends expect to give $90,000 to our Library. Thank you all for
helping us make this happen!!
Two upcoming fundraising events to note:
 Monday & Tuesday, April 7—8, the Friends will receive 50% of the proceeds on all
orders for lunch, dinner, or take out from Pastini Pastaria located at 1580 NW 9th
Street. Just mention the Friends of the Library when you place your order. It’s a
simple and delicious way to support our Library!
 The Friends’ annual Spring Membership drive is now in the planning stages. If you
have not renewed your membership in the last twelve months or you want to join
the Friends of the Library and help us support the many wonderful programs our
Library offers, now is the time! Membership forms will be sent with our annual
letter, or you can pick up a form at the Library from any staff member. You can
also visit us online at: www.thebestlibraryfriends.org/membership to either
download the membership form link or to use our secure PayPal service. No matter
which method works best for you, thank you for your support of the Library!

Youth ACTIVITIES

STORYTIMES

All Storytimes are offered weekly at
10:00 am in the Youth Storytime Room
at the Corvallis Library unless other‐
wise noted.
Infant Storytime (Birth to 12 mo)
Wednesdays
Wobbler Storytime (12 – 24 mo)
Fridays

R.E.A.D. Dogs

Teen Makers

Beginning readers, ages 4—9, are invited to
practice their reading with a dog. 20‐min
sessions. Parental permission slip required.

If you can imagine it, you can build it!
SparkFun Inventor kits provided. Feel
free to bring your own laptop.

Mar 13; Apr 10
3:00 pm
Mar 22; Apr 26
11:00 am
Brookes Reading Room

March 12; April 9, 23
6:00 pm
Corvallis

Animanga Book Club
Preview new manga, watch anime, eat snacks,
and other special surprises! No registration
required. Ages 12—18 are welcome.
April 2
4:30 pm
Youth Activity Room

Toddler Storytime (24 – 36 mo)
Tuesdays
Preschool Storytime (3 – 5 yrs)
Thursdays

March 4; April 1
4:00 pm
Philomath

ChickTech for Teens
Make a cute puppy plushie with a light‐up
heart! All materials provided. Space is limited
and registration required. Sign‐ups start
March 3. For teens ages 12—18.
March 26
6:00 pm
Youth Activity Room

Family Music Fun

Squishtivities

Family participation music and movement
program for all ages, led by experienced
music instructors.

An exciting adventure in play created for
parents and children using games, arts and
crafts, music, and “messy” play.

¡los CUENTOS! (all ages)
(Family bilingual storytime)
Second Saturday of each month
11:00 am | Main Meeting Room

March 15
11:00 am
April 19
11:00 am
Youth Activity Room

March 12
10:45 am
April 9
10:45 am
Philomath Community Library

Man with the Yellow Hat (Birth to 3 yrs)
First Saturday of each month at
11:00 am

Tcha Tee Man Wi
Storytelling Festival

Keyboard Kaleidoscope
Week

Free family storytelling by Olga Loya,
Joe Herrington, and Steve Henegar.

A week devoted to a celebration and history
of the piano. Fun activities for all ages! Watch
the Library web site for specific details.

March 6
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

April 8—12

Mother Goose
Asks “Why?”

El día de los niños/
El día de los libros

Explore science through children's picture
books. Program includes stories, hands‐on
science activities. For children ages 3—5.

Join us for our annual celebration of
bilingual literacy. Oregon Shadow Puppet
Theatre presents “Anansi the Spider.”

April 10
10:00 am
Main Meeting Room

April 30
4:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Bedtime Storytime (all ages)
Mondays 7:00 pm

Philomath Community Library
Baby Storytime (Birth to 12 mos)
First and Third Mondays at 10:00 am
Rise and Shine Storytime
Wednesdays at 10:00 am

Monroe Community Library
Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays at 10:30 am
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All youth events are free and open to the public. For more information,
please call 541.766.6794 or visit our web site at www.thebestlibrary.net.

Adult PROGRAMS
Library Board Meeting

Book Club

Monthly meeting of the Library Advisory
Board. Public welcome.

Life After Life by Kate Atkinson
March 19
7:00 pm

March 5
7:30 pm
April 2
7:30 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

Old School by Tobias Wolff
April 16
7:00 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

Graphic Novel Club

Random Review

Wonder Woman, Vol 1: Blood by Brian
Azzarello & Cliff Chiang
March 4
6:30 pm

The Round House by Louise Erdrich.
Reviewed by Beth Rietveld.
March 12
12:00 pm

April 8
April 15

Zot!: The Complete Black and White
Collection: 1987‐1991 by Scott McCloud
April 1
6:30 pm
Old World Deli
341 SW 2nd St Suite 4, Corvallis

The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are
Divided by Politics and Religion by Jonathan
Haidt. Reviewed by Courtney Campbell.
April 9
12:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

April 29
May 6

EBook Clinic
Get help with downloading Library eBooks and audiobooks. Advanced registration required—
call 541.766.6793 to register. If you already own an eBook reader or mobile device, please
bring it with you along with your passwords.

TED Talks are short, riveting speeches
given by innovative thinkers. Watch,
engage, and be inspired by Ideas
Worth Spreading. Hosted by Mark &
Terry Weiss.

May 13
May 20

Artificial Happiness
Lose Your Ego, Find Your
Compassion
The Power of Vulnerability
Changing Our Ideas on
Success and Failure
On Shame
Curating Humanity’s
Heritage

All lectures begin at 12:10 pm in the Main
Meeting Room of the Corvallis Library. Free
and open to the public. Bring your lunch and
a friend! Co‐sponsored by LBCC Benton Center
and the Library.

March 20
2:00 – 4:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Book Club (Philomath)

League of Women Voters
All League of Women Voters presentations are open to the public and co‐sponsored by the
Library.

The Boy Who Harnessed the Wind by
William Kamkwamba
April 7
6:30 pm
Philomath Meeting Room

Legislative Town Hall
March 1
10:00 am
Main Meeting Room
“Changing Course of Higher Education in Oregon”
March 18
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

“Health Care”
April 15
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Mid-Willamette Woodworkers Guild
Annual display of pieces created by members of the Mid‐Willamette Woodworkers Guild.
April 24
10:00 am − 8:00 pm
April 25‐26
10:00 am − 6:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

The Shoemaker’s Wife by Adriana
Trigiani
March 3
6:30 pm

All events are free and open to the public. For
more information, please call 541.766.6793.
If you have a disability and need
accommodations for a program, call
541.766.6928. Please allow 48 hours
notice, so that we can better serve you.
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Special Storytimes at ESD
by Carol Klamkin, Management Assistant

Once a month, Early Literacy Coordinator Peik‐Kuan Lim provides a storytime program to children
three years old or younger. That wouldn’t be unusual, except that the storytimes are held at the
Linn Benton Lincoln Educational Service District program building on Peoria Road and the children
are receiving early intervention services for special needs. Peik‐Kuan brings her special talents
and skills to these children as part of the Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library’s outreach to the
community. The kids have challenges in various areas of their development ranging from cognitive,
physical, and speech delays, to social and emotional needs. That translates into challenges such
as autism, Down Syndrome, visual or hearing impairment, learning disabilities and other disorders.
Storytime is held in a classroom that has been outfitted with special equipment or supports
and toys, and the children are free to move around. Their parents and the staff who work with
the kids are there to help and have fun. To augment the story or songs she is leading, Peik‐Kuan
also brings a lot of fun things like big felt pieces on a board, squishy balls, stuffed animals, and
wooden spoons to bang on a cardboard box like a drum. Parents are shown how singing, clapping
or patty‐cake can be fun and help meet the unique sensory needs of their child. Everyone has fun
Early Literacy Coordinator Peik‐Kuan Lim shares a
and it gets “pretty chaotic” according to Peik‐Kuan.
story with ESD children
Peik‐Kuan works closely with Karen Stevens, ESD’s Early Intervention Specialist, to bring this
special program to the center rather than offering it at the Library, where the environment may
be too busy and stimulating for children with these types of special needs. Parents also appreciate having trained staff and support people
present to coach them on how to interact with and help their child. The Library’s partnership with ESD for this program has been going on
for over a year. Peik‐Kuan is passionate about the value of bringing library services such as this one to the people who need them and she
is hoping to be able to finds ways to meet the needs of other underserved populations in the future.

The Library Board is Here to Serve You
The Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library
Board consists of 10 volunteers who support
Library service. The Board was established in
an intergovernmental agreement between
Benton County and the City of Corvallis after
passage of the Library District in 1994, although
various city, county, and city‐county library
boards in Corvallis and Benton County date
back much earlier. The City of Corvallis operates

the Library system, but the City and Benton
County work collaboratively on Library issues.
The Library Board is one of over 25 City advisory
boards and commissions.
Five members are appointed by the
Mayor and five by the County Commissioners.
Liaisons from the Corvallis City Council and
the Benton County Commissioners provide
close linkage to both those bodies. Repre‐

Library Board Members, left to right: Front row—Vice‐Chair Jacque Schreck, Paula Krane, Martha Fraundorf;
Second row—Katherine Bremser, Jennifer Alexander, Sravya Tadepalli, Benton County Commissioner Linda
Modrell; Back row—Jana Kay Slater, City Councilor Hal Brauner, Steve Stephenson, Cheryl Maze, Isabela
Mackey. Not pictured: Chair Scott Elmshaeuser

by Carolyn Rawles, Library Director

sentation is sought from throughout Benton
County and from a wide variety of demographic
groups. Board members also serve as liaisons
to the Library’s outside support groups, the
Friends of the Library and the Library Foundation.
What does the Library Board do? The
Board is an advisory, not governing, board,
passing on recommendations to the Corvallis
City Council. The Board helps staff craft and
review Library policies which are referred to
Council or the City Manager for adoption.
Policies cover everything from how gifts are
accepted to patron Code of Conduct. They
provide advice to the staff and Budget
Commission about budget issues, helping
staff identify community priorities in allocating
funds for the Library. For example, if cuts are
needed, what areas should be cut? They provide
citizen feedback to staff about Library services
in general—for example, are Sunday hours a
priority? Should interlibrary loan be continued
at a high cost per transaction when the rest
of the materials budget has had large reductions?
Openings on the Library Board occur from
time to time. If you are interested in serving
on the Board, contact Library Director Carolyn
Rawles at Carolyn.Rawles@corvallisoregon.gov
or 541.766.6910.
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The Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library is excited to participate in Oregon Reads this year!
Oregon Reads is an effort to get the entire State of Oregon reading and discussing the same
book. This year, Oregon Reads is featuring William Stafford just in time for his centennial year.
We’ve planned these great events in celebration – join us!

Community Poetry Reading
Thursday, April 3 12:00—1:30 pm
Main Meeting Room
To kick off National Poetry Month and Oregon Reads, prominent Corvallis
community members will read aloud the poems that are important to them.
Feel free to bring your lunch! Speakers lined up so far include: Hal Brauner,
Corvallis City Councilor; Alicia Bublitz, CALYX Director; Kyle Devaul, Arts Center
Director; Linda Gelbrich, Poet; Tinamarie Ivey, Majestic Theatre Director; Curtis
Kiefer, Retired Library Youth Services Manager; Cindee Lolik, First Alternative
Co‐op General Manager; Jim Patterson, City Manager; Sarah Payne, Gazette
Times Entertainment Editor; Jon Sassaman, City of Corvallis Police Chief

Oregon Reads Book Discussion:
Ask Me: 100 Essential Poems by William Stafford
Wednesday, April 30 7:00—8:00 pm
Main Meeting Room
Join award‐winning poet and OSU faculty member Karen
Holmberg, as she leads a discussion of Ask Me, a book of
some of William Stafford’s most beloved poems. Come learn
more about why William Stafford’s work is still so influential,
talk with others in the community about how his poetry has
impacted you, and/or just sit in and listen as Dr. Holmberg
guides the audience through Stafford’s poetic mind.

TAX AIDES OFFER
FREE FILING

Diane Hammond

On Tuesdays & Wednesdays through April 9 from
11:00 am—3:00 pm at the Corvallis Library, the AARP
Tax Aide Volunteers will provide FREE e‐filing on a
drop‐in basis. Get information about how and where
to file your taxes, links to tax forms and help with
filing your taxes, including other Tax aides locations
on the Library’s Tax Information page.

With the release of the controversial
documentary "Blackfish," killer whale
captivity has become a hot‐button
topic. Novelist Diane Hammond will give a slide
presentation about her experiences as killer whale
Keiko's press secretary in the late 1990s and how it
inspired her latest novel, Friday's Harbor.

Thursday, April 3 7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

You’re invited to join us for this exciting event!

