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Owyhee River
Journals
Thursday, December 5 | 7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room
Corvallis Public Library

Join writer Bonnie Olin for a richly‐illustrated
journey into the canyonlands of the Owyhee River
in Nevada, Idaho and Oregon. Her presentation is
based on her book, The Owyhee River Journals,
which includes 125 full color photos of rarely
seen landscapes by photographer Mike Quigley,
created over many years of travel in the canyons
together. Very little is written about the Owyhee;
thus, Ms. Olin will share a brief history of the
area, discuss why it is unique and deserving of
our protection, read a short excerpt from the book,
and show a 20‐minute video of an expedition into
Deep Creek and the East Fork of the Owyhee.
Her presentation will be followed by a
question and answer period.

Corvallis and Benton County are
extremely supportive of our Library.
We have high levels of usage and
patrons whom I would characterize as
“devoted!” Last year, we had a record‐
high number of checkouts — over
1,700,000.
However, our funding has not kept
up with our needs. Because of ongoing
fiscal problems in the City of Corvallis,
tax support for the Library continues to
erode. We have lost over $219,000 of our books and materials
budget in recent years. This translates into about 8,000 fewer
items in the collection, which means some items will not be
purchased and there will be longer waiting lists for popular
materials.
Our community has shown an amazing willingness to support
our Library financially. The “Complete the Block” Foundation
campaign met its fundraising goal of $525,000. Thank you!
This year, we are asking you to help save our collection so we
can continue to meet your needs for current materials. A $25
donation will purchase a book or help support our ever‐growing
electronic resources and e‐books collections. Information on
donating is available online at www.thebestlibraryfoundation.org
or at any Library location.
Your contribution is tax‐deductible and the Foundation is a
qualifying member organization of the Oregon Cultural Trust.
Thank you for your support of our Public Library!
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Reminder to turn your clocks
back one hour on November 3

Library Foundation Corner
by Betty McCauley, Honorary Foundation Board Member

645 NW Monroe Ave
Corvallis OR 97330
541.766.6926
www.thebestlibrary.net
HOURS
Mon – Thu
Fri – Sat
Closed Sun

10:00 am – 8:00 pm
10:00 am – 6:00 pm

It is a big challenge to be an officer in
times of austerity such as the Library is
facing these days. Therefore, the following
slate of officers should be welcomed
and supported in the coming year. Steve
Stephenson is our newly elected President
and Jacque Schreck is Vice‐President.
Paul Dickey will continue his good work
as Treasurer. Martha Foster and Sandy
Ridlington remain as Co‐Secretaries. They
are all dedicated to the work of the Library
Foundation. We’re grateful for their willing
leadership!

When asked what the Foundation would
be facing now, Steve said “our emphasis next
year will be on giving for Library materials
to help with the quarter of a million dollars
we have lost in materials.” For example, we
Library users can consider giving money to
the Library Foundation to purchase a book in
honor of someone’s birthday who “has it
all.” As a matter of fact, why don’t we right
now donate to the Foundation so books can
be purchased in honor of our new officers?

Alsea Community Library
19192 Alsea Hwy • Alsea OR 97324
541.487.5061
HOURS
Mon, Wed, Sat
Tue, Thu

10:00 am – 4:30 pm
2:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Monroe Community Library
380 N 5th St • Monroe OR 97456
541.847.5174
HOURS
Mon
Tue, Thu
Wed
Sat

1:30 pm – 4:30 pm
10:00 am – 4:30 pm
3:00 pm – 8:00 pm
10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Library Foundation President
Steve Stephenson

Library Foundation Vice‐President
Jacque Schreck

Philomath Community Library
1050 Applegate St • Philomath OR 97370
541.929.3016
HOURS
Mon, Tue
Wed – Sat

10:00 am – 8:00 pm
10:00 am – 5:00 pm

A publication of the Friends and Foundation of
the Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library. Refer
questions and input to Janelle Cook, Check It Out
Editor at 541.766.6928.
Printed with soy ink on recycled, post‐consumer
waste paper.

Library Closed
November 11 – Veterans Day
November 28 & 29 – Thanksgiving
December 25 – Christmas

CORVALLIS‐BENTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

EBook Clinic
Wednesday, December 4, 2013
10:00 am ‐ 2:00 pm
Main Meeting Room
Corvallis Public Library
Librarians will host a drop‐in
clinic for help with downloading
Library eBooks, and to answer questions about eBooks and eBook
readers. Several eBook readers and tablets will be available for
hands‐on demonstrations. Those who already own an eBook reader
or tablet are encouraged to bring it. No sign‐up is required. For more
information, contact the Library at 541‐766‐6793.

Youth ACTIVITIES

STORYTIMES

All Storytimes are offered weekly at
10:00 am in the Youth Storytime Room
at the Corvallis Library unless other‐
wise noted.
Infant Storytime (Birth to 12 mo)
Wednesdays
Wobbler Storytime (12 – 24 mo)
Fridays
Toddler Storytime (24 – 36 mo)
Tuesdays
Preschool Storytime (3 – 5 yrs)
Thursdays
Bedtime Storytime (all ages)
Mondays 7:00 pm
¡los CUENTOS! (all ages)
(Family bilingual storytime)
Second Saturday of each month
11:00 am | Main Meeting Room
Man with the Yellow Hat (Birth to 3 yrs)
First Saturday of each month at
11:00 am

Philomath Community Library
Baby Storytime (Birth to 12 mos)
First and Third Mondays at 10:00 am
Rise and Shine Storytime
Wednesdays at 10:00 am

Monroe Community Library
Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays at 10:30 am

NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2013

Teen Writing Group

Teen Makers

Teens ages 12—18 interested in writing are
invited to join the Teen Writing Group. Led
by local Young Adult author, Bryan Bliss.

If you can imagine it, you can build it!
SparkFun Inventor kits provided. Feel
free to bring your own laptop.

Every Tuesday
6:00 – 7:00 pm
Youth Activity Room

Nov 13, 27; Dec 11
6:00 pm
Corvallis

Mother Goose
Asks “Why?”

Children’s Piano Concert

Nov 5; Dec 3
4:00 pm
Philomath

Explore science through children's picture
books. Program includes stories, hands‐on
science activities. For children ages 3‐5.

Corvallis‐OSU Piano International presents
Dogbreath Express and Bubbles with Kenji
Bunch and Monica Ohuchi. Free family
event co‐sponsored by the Library.

November 7
10:00 am
Main Meeting Room

November 9
11:00 am
Main Meeting Room

Family Music Fun

Squishtivities

Family participation music and movement
program for all ages, led by experienced
music instructors.

An exciting adventure in play created for
parents and children using games, arts
and crafts, music, and “messy” play.

November 16
Storytime Room

November 13
10:45 am
December 11
10:45 am
Philomath Community Library

11:00 am

Geisel Book Club

Chapters Book Club

For beginning readers in kindergarten to
grade 2. Limited copies of the current month’s
title will be available at the Youth Desk.

For kids in grades 1 —4 who are reading
beginning chapter books independently.
For current month’s title, contact staff.

November 13
December 11
Storytime Room

November 27
December 11
Storytime Room

3:30 pm
3:30 pm

3:30 pm
3:30 pm

R.E.A.D. Dogs
Beginning readers, ages 4‐9, are invited to practice their reading with a dog. 20‐minute
sessions. Pre‐registration optional. Walk‐ins welcome! Parental permission slip required.
November 14
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm
November 20
2:30 pm – 4:00 pm
November 23
11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Brookes Reading Room

December 12
3:00 pm – 4:00 pm
December 18
2:30 pm – 4:00 pm
December 28
11:00 am – 12:00 pm
Brookes Reading Room

All youth events are free and open to the public. For more information,
please call 541.766.6794 or visit our web site at www.thebestlibrary.net.

Adult PROGRAMS
Library Board Meeting

Book Club

Monthly meeting of the Library Advisory
Board. Public welcome.

Skeletons at the Feast by Chris Bohjalian
November 20
7:00 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

November 6
7:30 pm
December 4
7:30 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

Your

Financial Future

LECTURE SERIES

Book Club will not meet in December

Graphic Novel Club

Book Club (Philomath)

Sandman Volume 1 by Neil Gaiman
November 5
6:00 pm

The Paris Wife by Paula McClain
November 4
6:30 pm

Freakangels, Volume 1 by Warren Ellis
December 3
6:00 pm
Matt’s Cavalcade of Comics
2075 NW Buchanan Ave, Corvallis

Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka
December 2
6:30 pm
Philomath Community Library

Random Review
Short Nights of the Shadow Catcher: the Epic Life and Immortal Photographs of Edward
Curtis by Timothy Egan. Reviewed by Larry Landis.
November 13
12:00 pm
The Swerve: How the World Became Modern by Stephen Greenblatt. Reviewed by Paul
Farber.
December 11
12:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

League of Women Voters

Independently planning for your
financial future can be an overwhelming
and daunting task. Why not let local
experts help you get pointed in the
right direction? Presented by Tiffany
Chona, Financial Advisor, Edward Jones
Investments. Bring your lunch and a
friend! Sponsored by LBCC Benton
Center and Corvallis‐Benton County
Public Library.
Nov 5

Social Security: Your Questions
Answered
Nov 12 Building Your Investment Income
Foundation for Retirement
All lectures begin at 12:10 pm in the Main
Meeting Room of the Corvallis Library. Free
and open to the public.

“Our Community’s Impact on Children’s Health” presentation. All League of Women Voters
presentations are open to the public and co‐sponsored by the Library.
November 19
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room
“The Changing Course of Higher Education in Oregon”
December 10
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

All events are free and open to the public. For
more information, please call 541.766.6793.
If you have a disability and need
accommodations for a program, call
541.766.6928. Please allow 48 hours
notice, so that we can better serve you.
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Friends of the Library Corner
by David Low, President

November finds the Friends in the final
stages of preparing for the annual Holiday
Book Sale. This is that special experience
each year where gift quality books and
well‐kept children’s books are available for
excellent prices.
Last year the Friends extended a holiday
sale offering to the Alsea Community Library
in addition to Corvallis. We believe support
of the entire Benton County Public Library
system is important. Although Corvallis is
the hub, each community library reflects its
own character. In Alsea, we discovered craft
and cookbooks were especially valued along
with books for kids and specialty non‐fiction.
As this article is being written, the Friends
Board has not yet decided if we will repeat
the Alsea Sale this year and/or if we can

comfortably honor the new community
library in Monroe by holding a sale there.
Since the new building was dedicated in
June, enthusiasm has grown and there is a
tangible sense of pride among our Monroe
neighbors in what has been accomplished
in their community.
Rest assured, however we proceed, it
will be done in a way that considers our
resources and abilities to manage two or
more sales within a short time of each
other in an efficient and effective way. Our
book sales are a fun way to connect with
library supporters and offer something of
value for our wonderful library system.
Thank you for your support.
Happy Holidays from the Friends!

FRIENDS HOLIDAY
BOOK SALE
December 7 | 10 am – 4 pm
Main Meeting Room

A huge selection of high‐quality,
used books suitable for gift‐giving or
additions to your personal collection.
All proceeds benefit the
Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library.

Volunteer Profile
by Cathi Roberts, Volunteer Coordinator

Books, libraries, art, and architecture are recurring themes
in the lives of Lynn and Gavi Snider, a mother‐daughter pair
who have amassed more than a thousand hours of volunteer
time over the past six years. Before she retired and moved
north, Lynn was a school librarian for the Paradise Valley School
District in Arizona, and her father had been an academic librarian
at Arizona State University. The Snider family originally discovered
Corvallis when Lynn and her husband Jim, an architect, were
touring bookstores around the west for an article Jim was writing
about how bookshops were changing into community gathering
spaces by adding
food service,
coffee bars, and
comfortable
seating. Although
they liked Corvallis
the first time they
visited, it wasn’t
the Sniders’ first
choice for retire‐
ment. In 1999, they
left the Arizona
desert for Sequim,
Washington. They
had wanted to be
near the ocean,

but the climate of Sequim wasn’t quite what they expected.
Too many grey cloudy days, but surprisingly little rainfall in
those clouds, since Sequim is in a rain‐shadow leeward of the
Olympic Mountains. After a few years, they decided to look for
another hometown, and eventually moved to Corvallis in 2006.
The Sniders’ only child, Gabrielle, (“but I’ve always been Gavi,”
she says) moved in parallel with her folks, first to Bremerton,
Washington, then to Corvallis. Gavi was the first to volunteer at
the Library, starting in the fall of 2007. Lynn signed up in 2008,
working mostly in the Technical Services Division helping process
materials that are entering or leaving the Library’s collection.
Gavi’s main job is checking in returned AV (Audio/Visual)
materials. She’s also been an extremely valuable Youth Services
volunteer over the years, assisting with teen programs such as
Animanga workshops. “Animanga” refers to the trendy Japanese‐
style cartoon drawings and animation that are so popular with
American teens. This is a perfect match for Gavi, an artist who
recently completed a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree at Oregon
State, specializing in print‐making.
But paper isn’t her only medium: Gavi is a tattoo artist as
well, and has been for 13 years. It’s a career that’s given her
many opportunities to travel and work abroad, and it certainly
qualifies her as “cool” in the eyes of most teens. Gavi doesn’t
quite fit the ordinary stereotype for a library volunteer, but
who wants to be ordinary? As I’ve known since my first day on
the job, we have an outstanding Library, and we have an
extraordinary group of Library volunteers.

Library Volunteers
Gavi (left) and
Lynn Snider
NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2013
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National Novel Writing Month
(a.k.a. NaNoWriMo)

Some call it the “writing world’s version of a marathon”: thirty
days, 50,000 words, and one original novel. You can join in on the
fun with hundreds of thousands of people around the world during
the month of November for the transformative, fun‐filled challenge
known as NaNoWriMo!
For the month of November, we’re opening up the Library’s
Main Meeting Room every Saturday* so NaNoWriMo writers can
Come Write In! anytime between 2:00 – 5:30 pm. Bring your
preferred writing tools, whether it’s pen and paper or a laptop, and
work on your novel surrounded by other local writers and all of the
Library's resources.

Learn more about NaNoWriMo
(and how to say it), create an outline or
storyboard for your novel, name your
characters, build your world, and bounce
ideas off of other local writers. Oh, and
prepare to have a good time!
For more information, contact Elizabeth Halvorsen at
halvorsenea@gmail.com or check out www.nanowrimo.org.
* Every Saturday except November 30.

AN EVENING WITH MIKE CURTIS
Book Reading & Concert by the author of El Pescador (The Fisherman)
November 7 | 7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room, Corvallis Public Library
Ever dream about retiring to Mexico and living on the cheap? On the heels of his highly‐
regarded Memories of a Musician in Mexico, Mike Curtis’ new novel, El Pescador, explores
that very scenario. Between reading fish tales mixed with his character’s reveries about family,
lost love, and the ailing state of the world, Mike will play some of his original Mexican music.
For over 35 years, Mike Curtis has performed as a professional musician: as bassoonist
with such groups as the Eugene Symphony, Arrieu Wind Quintet, and the Corvallis Symphony,
and on clarinet and sax with his own Mike Curtis Klezmer Quartet and many jazz groups. From
1985‐2003, he taught woodwinds and ensembles at Oregon State University. He is well‐known
as a composer of chamber works for woodwinds and has, of late, been finding a new audience
as an author.

