C HECK I T O UT !
a bi‐monthly newsletter of the
Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library

Jan/Feb 2015

Volume 23 No. 1

Message from Library Director Carolyn Rawles
Our library
system is blessed with
strong community
support. One
manifestation of this
support is in our
supporting organizations
‐the Library Board,
Library Foundation and Friends of the
Library. All of these groups provide
invaluable contributions to our Library.
The Library Board has ten members,
five appointed by the Benton County
Commissioners and five by the Mayor of
Corvallis, reflecting our city‐county
partnership. Liaisons from the County
Commissioners and Corvallis City Council,
and one representing youth, also serve.
The Library Board is an advisory board to
Corvallis City Council as part of this
advisory role, the Board reviews library
policies, budgets, and usage; is a sounding

board for staff proposals; provides for
public involvement; represents the
library to the City and County; and
advocates for library services county‐
wide. Members serve for three year
terms, and diverse representation is
sought.
The Library Foundation raises funds
to support library services, largely through
an annual campaign and encouraging
planned giving. An independent nonprofit
organization with its own board (and the
Library Director as an ex‐officio member),
the Foundation donates thousands of
dollars to the library system annually.
Their most recent large project was the
purchase of property adjacent to the
Corvallis Library, the “Complete the Block”
project. The Foundation has also provided
most of the library’s art, seed money for
library construction projects, equipment,
and funding for library materials.

The Friends of the Library is a
membership organization, which also
raises funds for the library system. Book
sales (both physical and online book sales)
and membership dues provide the bulk of
their funding. It is also an independent
nonprofit, which is its own governing
board, with the Library Director also an ex‐
officio member. The Friends annually
donate thousands of dollars to the library
system for immediate needs such as,
programs, equipment, furnishings, and
many other items through an annual
Library Needs List. Their biggest donation
funds the Annual Summer Reading
Program.
If you are interested in serving on any
of these boards, please contact me at
carolyn.rawles@corvallisoregon.gov and I
will be happy to point you in the right
direction!

Sip & Spell at Old World Deli
Do you spell words like synecdoche in
your sleep? Maybe you don’t care what
pococurante is, but you definitely know
how to spell it? Then don’t miss Sip &
Spell, a spelling bee for adults age 18 and
over and a fundraising event for the
Friends of the Corvallis‐Benton County
Public Library. We’ll be pulling all of the
big words out of the 11th edition of
Merriam‐Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary
and prizes will be awarded to 1st, 2nd and
3rd place winners. Mike McInally, editor of
the Gazette‐Times, will emcee the event.
Register in advance by calling the
Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library at
(541) 766‐6793 or on the day of the event
between 6:15 pm and 7:00 pm at the Old
World Deli. There is a $5 registration fee

that may be paid by cash, check or credit
card during the registration period on the
day of the event. “Cheats” may also be
purchased at the time of registration:
$3.00 to ask a friend, $5 for 30 seconds
with a dictionary, and $10 gets you a
mulligan card, which buys you back into
the bee if you misspell a word. Limit of
one of each type of cheat per speller.
Sip & Spell is free to watch, so all are
welcome to sit on the sidelines to cheer
and heckle!
This event is sponsored by the Friends
of the Corvallis‐Benton County Public
Library, OSU Libraries, the Corvallis
Gazette‐Times, Old World Deli, and
Oregon Trail Brewery.

Sip & Spell
Old World Deli—341 SW 2nd St
January 31st, 2015
Registration begins at 6:15 pm
(advanced registration is encouraged)

Spelling Bee begins at 7:00 pm
Ages 18 and over ONLY!
$5 to play, free to watch.

Library Foundation Corner
by Betty McCauley, Board Member

645 NW Monroe Ave
Corvallis OR 97330
541.766.6926
www.cbcpubliclibrary.net
HOURS
Mon – Thu
Fri – Sat
Sunday

10:00 AM – 8:00 PM
10:00 AM – 6:00 PM
1:00 PM – 5:00 PM

Alsea Community Library
19192 Alsea Hwy • Alsea OR 97324
541.487.5061
HOURS
Mon, Wed, Sat
Tue, Thu

10:00 AM – 4:30 PM
2:00 PM – 8:00 PM

Monroe Community Library
380 N 5th St • Monroe OR 97456
541.847.5174
HOURS
Mon
Tue, Thu
Wed
Sat

1:30 pm – 4:30 PM
10:00 AM – 4:30 PM
3:00 pm – 8:00 PM
10:00 AM – 3:00 PM

When the opportunity came recently to
complete the Strategic Plan Survey, I found
the questions informing and challenging. I
appreciate the library staff’s respect for
library patrons’ desires and needs as they
plan for the future. It became clear to me
that they are compelled to provide services
never dreamed of before, not only the rise
in technological opportunities, but in
fulfilling patrons’ changing lives.
My own three‐generation use of library
services, answers to the questions of
changing needs. I fully support the need for
all the children’s room activities, but my
survey answers had to be honest and say I
personally won’t need them. Instead, as an
adult, I’ll be attending programs that need
meeting rooms; even while I remember
bringing children home with arms full of
books, younger mothers are doing that
now.
I was intrigued by the number of
questions for borrowers of DVD’s,
downloadable e books or audio books.
Why, these words for library materials
weren’t even in our vocabulary a few years

ago. Librarians
need to know
how many
patrons will
actually want
to borrow them, and then plan how to
provide them within a budget.
Our staff is interested in gathering data
on who and how many in this community
truly need the amazing services available
today. Librarians wish to provide for the
ones able and anxious to use new and
sophisticated technology, but also for those
users who find books or movies by
browsing the shelves. They care about
children who need help with homework or
patrons who need to use a computer on
site.
As a Foundation that encourages the
public to contribute to the library, this
board will want to know how best to use
the funds received to meet desires of this
particular community. Like you, we are
grateful that the staff intends to continue
library services that fit our patrons.

Friends of the Library Corner
by Jill Rubart, Big Book Sale Chairman

Philomath Community Library
1050 Applegate St • Philomath OR 97370
541.929.3016
HOURS
Mon, Tue
Wed – Sat

10:00 AM – 8:00 PM
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM

A publication of the Corvallis‐Benton County
Public Library, Friends of the Library and the
Library Foundation. Refer questions and input to
the Library Administration Office at
541.766.6928.
Printed with soy ink on recycled,
post‐consumer waste paper.

Library Closed
January 1 – New Year’s Day
January 19 – MLK Jr. Day
January 28 – In-service Day
February 16 – President’s Day
CORVALLIS‐BENTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Happy New Year from the Friends of
the Library!
In this issue, we would like to thank all
of you who volunteer with the Friends of
the Library Book Sales. Last year, over 400
volunteers helped with everything from
sorting incoming donations to stocking the
library book sales shelves, to helping with
our many book sale events throughout the
year.
With the expansion of the main library
hours to include Sundays, the Fall Festival
and Holiday Sales were expanded to two
days, and with your help we got even more
high quality books, CDs and DVDs into new
hands. The proceeds from these sales
provides funding for more great library
projects; including the new library logo and
website, special furniture, and reading
programs for adults and children. The
Friends are a 501(c)3 nonprofit
organization.
The 2015 Big Book Sale will be held
February 20 ‐ 22, 2015 at the Benton

County Fairgrounds (see details on page 5),
and we could sure use your help with our
biggest sale of the year. Door greeters,
cashiers and organizing the books pre‐sale
are the most popular volunteer spots, but
we find room for most everybody. Other
book sales are planned for June, September
and December. Year‐round sales include
the Book Sale Room in Corvallis, the Book
Sale shelves in Monroe, Philomath and
Alsea, and Benton Books online for
collectibles and rare editions.
There are many opportunities to help
us help your library system, with as few as
two hours yearly. Please join us via email:
friends.thebestlibrary@gmail.com, our
website: http://thebestlibraryfriends.org, or
through your local branch librarian.

Youth ACTIVITIES

More 

STORYTIMES

Philomath LEGO Day!

All Storytimes are offered weekly at
10:00 am in the Youth Activity Room
at the Corvallis Library unless otherwise
noted.

Philomath Community Library

LEGOs, snap circuits, and K*Nex!
January 27
February 24

3:00 PM
3:00 PM

Philomath Teen Night
Crafts, video games, scavenger hunts, and snacks.

Infant Storytime (Birth – 12 mo)

January 21
February 18

Tuesdays

Philomath Community Library

Wobbler Storytime (12 – 24 mo)

Philomath Movie Matinee

Wednesdays

Toddler Storytime (24 – 36 mo)
Thursdays

Preschool Storytime (3 – 5 yrs)
Fridays

Bedtime Storytime (all ages)
Mondays at 7:00 pm

¡los CUENTOS! (all ages)
(Family bilingual storytime)
Second Saturday of each month
11:00 am ‐ (Not in January)
Join us again in February!

Man with the Yellow Hat
(Birth – 3 yrs)
First Saturday of each month at
11:00 am

Philomath Community Library

Wiggly Wobbler Storytime
(Birth to 18 mos)
Mondays at 10:00 am

Rise and Shine Storytime (2 – 4 yrs)
Wednesdays at 10:00 am

Monroe Community Library

Little Listeners Storytime (all ages)
Tuesdays at 10:30 am

5:00 ‐ 7:00 PM
5:00 ‐ 7:00 PM

Science Saturdays
Storytime and hands‐on activities linking literature
to science.

Jan 24 & Feb 28

11:00 AM

All ages are welcome to join us for a
movie showing!

January 9

1:30 PM

Philomath Community Library

Main Meeting Room

Squishtivities

Stuffed Animal Sleepover

An exciting adventure in play created for
parents and children using games, arts and
crafts, music, and “messy” play.

Bring your stuffed animal to a sleepover and enjoy
a slideshow of their adventure!

Drop Off ‐ January 2
Pick Up ‐ January 3
between 10:00 AM ‐ 6:00 PM Youth Services

Stuffed Animal Storytime
January 2

10:00 AM

January 14
February 11

January 6
February 3

10:40 AM ‐ Philomath 11:00 AM ‐ Monroe

Monroe Movie Night

Toy Story Movie Marathon

Come join us for an all ages movies night!

January 2

January 21
February 18

11:00 AM, 1:00 PM, 3:00 PM

Art Explorers!

TBD
TBD

Monroe Community Library

Join us for an afternoon of art!
January 13
February 10
4:00 PM ‐ Philomath

5:00 PM
5:00 PM

January 7
February 4
4:00 PM ‐ Monroe

Children’s Concert

Monroe Teen Otaku Club
Crafts, books, stories, videos, and snacks!
January 20
February 17

3:15 PM
3:15 PM

Monroe Community Library

Fairy Tales & Folk Songs! David and
Lauren Servias will perform a concert
of four‐hands piano repertoire. Bring the entire
family to hear familiar songs and nursery rhymes.

Monroe Game Night

January 10

Jan 14, Feb 11, & Feb 25

11:00 AM

Main Meeting Room

Games, crafts and other activities!
5:00 ‐ 7:00 PM

Monroe Community Library

All events are free and open to the public.
For more information, please call 541.766.6794 or visit our web site at www.cbcpubliclibrary.net
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Youth ACTIVITIES

Teen Makers

Teen Animanga Club

Teen Gamers

Inventor kits provided.

Watch anime, preview new manga, Ani‐
manga‐themed crafts, and snacks. All
materials & snacks provided.

Drop‐in board/tabletop games, video games
and snacks on early release and no‐school
days!

February 4

January 30

Arduino and Raspberry Pi - SparkFun
Jan 13 & 27
Feb 10 & 24
4:00 PM ‐ Corvallis

Jan 6 & 20
Feb 3 & 17
4:00 PM ‐ Philomath

Library Board Meeting
Monthly meeting of the Library Advisory
Board. Public welcome.
January 14
February 4

7:30 PM
7:30 PM

4:00 ‐ 5:30 PM

Main Meeting Room

Adult PROGRAMS
League of Women Voters
Legislative Town Hall presented by League
of Women Voters. Public welcome.
February 7

10:00 AM

Main Meeting Room

Woman’s Club Board Room

Rage, Rage, Against the
Dying
Global Warming, Extinction, and the Call to
Life. A Duet of Music and Words: Concert
Pianist Rachelle McCabe plays Rachmaninoff’s
“Variations on a Theme from Corelli.” Creating
a duet of music and words with writer Kathleen
Dean Moore.

January 21

7:30 PM

Main Meeting Room

Philomath Book Club
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry
January 5
6:30 PM
The Round House March: And the Moun‐
tains Echoed
February 2
6:30 PM
Philomath Community Library

2:00 ‐ 4:00 PM

Main Meeting Room

Letter Writing Social &
Stationary Exchange

Friends of the Library
Board Meeting
Monthly meeting of the Friends of the
Library Board. Public welcome.
Jan 12 & Feb 9

3:30 PM

Woman’s Club Board Room

Random Review

Celebrate the art of crafting handwritten
letters. Join other fellow letter writers to com‐
pose letters to friends, relatives or
acquaint‐
ances and exchange your handmade or store
bought stationary with others.

Sponsored by the Friends of the Library

January 25

Five Came Back by Mark Harris.
Reviewed by Jon Lewis.
February 11 12:00 Noon

2:00 PM

Main Meeting Room

Graphic Novel Club
Maggie the Mechanic (Love & Rockets) by
Jaime Hernandez
January 6
6:30 PM
Saga of the Swamp Thing by Alan Moore,
Stephen Bisette & John Totleben
February 3
6:30 PM
New Morning Bakery
219 SW 2nd Street, Corvallis

Wild Ones by Jon Mooallem.
Reviewed by Elena Passarello.
January 14
12:00 Noon

Main Meeting Room

Ask Me - Again
Poet Laureate, Peter Sears shares his
wealth of information and experiences
with William Stafford’s work and his un‐
derstanding of Stafford’s poetic intent.
January 17

1:00 PM

Main Meeting Room

If you have a disability and need accommodations for a program, call us at 541.766.6928. Please allow 48 hours notice, so we can better serve you.

All events are free and open to the public. For more information, please call 541.766.6794 or visit our web site at www.cbcpubliclibrary.net
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Volunteer Spot light
by Cathi Roberts, Volunteer Coordinator
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When they have breakfast at Deb’s
miles south of the little town. For many
Café in Alsea, Donald Podmore orders
years they raised cattle; now they mostly
bacon and eggs, but his wife Kay orders
raise trees. Kay grew up in rural Montana,
raspberry pie. This choice of breakfast
and likes small‐town life. After college, she
taught 2nd grade for several years, both in
foods hints that Kay Podmore is a bit
Montana and in upstate New York. Since
unconventional, but you have to chat with
moving to Oregon she has worked for the
her a while to see beyond the quiet,
OSU Library and the US Forest Service,
practical, “can‐do” attitude that many
denizens of rural Oregon seem to share.
and now she and her husband run a
With a little persistence and the right
small eBay business, buying and selling
questions, a conversation with Kay will slowly
collectibles, especially 19th‐century
stamps.
reveal a thoughtful, creative soul with a
Kay is also an artist, working in a
variety of life experiences and interests.
variety
of media. She makes baskets
Kay has been volunteering at the Alsea
Podmore
teer Kay
n
lu
(some
of
which you can see at the
Community Library since it moved to
o
V
rary
Alsea Lib
its current location about 10 years ago. She’s
Alsea library), paints in watercolors, and makes quilts, most
there almost every day, and she helps with many tasks, some of
recently branching out from traditional styles to art quilts. A
which you wouldn’t necessarily associate with volunteer work at a shared interest in art fostered a strong friendship between Kay
library. When I asked her what tasks she enjoys most, she told me and Mary Rounds, the much‐loved librarian and advocate for the
Alsea Community Library who passed away in 2012.
that one of her favorite things is mopping the floor of the meeting
room. “It puts me in a good frame of mind, and its good
Kay has a very high opinion of the current Alsea library staff,
exercise,” she said. In the summer and early fall she works
Nancy Cooke and Kathy Koetz, as well. A few days after we
outside quite a bit, tending the communal garden behind the
chatted I got a phone message from Kay: “Be sure to say in your
article that the Alsea librarians are wonderful! And the Friends of
building and watering the flowers out front.
the Library are heroic!” I will only add, ditto for our branch library
Kay and Donald Podmore have lived in the Alsea Valley since
they married in the early 70s; they have a 100‐acre ranch a few
volunteers.

Zines 101
with Kelly McElroy

January 22, 2015 @ 6:30 pm
Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library
Main Meeting Room
This event is open to both teens and adults!
Zines are self‐published works made for passion, not for
profit. Zines are a part of a thriving print culture, where people
trade their publications in‐person, through the mail, and online.
In this session, you'll learn the basics of zine history, tips for
making your own, and how to get connected to other zinesters.
We will make a collaborative zine together, so come ready to
create!
About Kelly McElroy: Kelly is a librarian who became
interested in zines after volunteering for the Zine Archive & Pub‐
lishing Project (ZAPP). In fact, most people call her a "zine
librarian" as she actively spreads the love of zines through her
library career. She currently works as Student Engagement and
Community Outreach Librarian for OSU Libraries.
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January 6 ‐ Sidewalk Salads: Front Yard Veggie Gardening
Owen Dell, Owen Dell & Associates, LLC
January 13 ‐ Sensational Seeds: What’s New in the Seed World
Aaron Jeschke, Territorial Seed Company
January 20 ‐ Ravishing Rhodies: Rhododendron Diversity
Harold Greer, Greer Gardens
January 27 ‐ Garden Goodies: From Harvest to Table
Jan Roberts‐Dominguez, Food Columnist for Corvallis Gazette‐Times
February 3 ‐ Frosty Favorites: Freeze Resistant Ornamentals
Neil Bell, OSU Dept. of Horticulture
February 10 ‐ Chirp Chirp: Creating Backyard Wildlife Habitats
Brooke Edmunds, OSU Extension Service
February 17 ‐ Dirty Doin’s: Myth Busters II
Rich Little, Deputy Ag Commissioner, San Luis Obispo County, Retired
February 24 ‐ Invasive Intruders: Control of Invasives
Sarah Dyrdahl, South Santiam Watershed Council

NEW
(American Express is not accepted.)

You can now pay your Library charges using your credit card online at: http://cbcpubliclibrary.net/.
It’s as easy as 1 - 2 - 3!
1. Log into My Account. - 2. Click on the View Fines link. - 3. Choose Pay Fines.
(From there, it will look like other online payments.)
If you do not have an email address on file with us, you will be prompted to provide one so an email receipt can be sent
to you. Your information from our files will also appear. If you are paying fines for another member of your household,
make sure that the billing information matches the cardholder’s. The shipping information should match the person
whose fines are being paid. Of course, you can also choose to pay in person when you are visiting our facilities.

