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The Friends of the Library 50th Annual BIG BOOK SALE
by Mark Speulda, Friends of the Library Board Member and Big Book Sale Co‐Chair

Two score and 10 years ago, our forepersons brought forth to the City of Corvallis an organization dedicated to the
proposition that our Library will need more programs and equipment than can be funded by the taxpayers to make it an
extraordinary asset to the community. To that end, the Friends of the Library conduct several fundraising events throughout
the year and also many activities to enhance the library experience for the residents of Corvallis.
The largest single fundraising event is the Big Book Sale
during the last weekend in February. Once again, the Big
Book Sale will occur at the Benton County Fairgrounds from
Friday, February 24 through Sunday, February 26. We expect
many thousands of books, DVDs, audiobooks, videocassette
tapes, and other items.
The effort required to put on an event of this size is
staggering. It takes more than 200 dedicated people to
create a successful sale each year. These include: year‐round
volunteers who accept, classify, sort and pack book dona‐
tions; volunteers who transfer more than 1,000 boxes of
Friday, February 24
5:00 pm—9:00 pm
Saturday, February 25
10:00 am—5:00 pm
books to the Fairgrounds; volunteers who set up tables and
Sunday, February 26
11:00 am—4:00 pm
unpack boxes; volunteers to staff the sale; and volunteers to
box up unsold books and clean up after the sale. With their
Benton County Fairgrounds
dedication and work, the Friends of the Library will put on
110 SW 53rd Street • Corvallis, OR
the best book sale ever this year!
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Message from Library Director Carolyn Rawles-Heiser
Recently I saw a segment on “60 Minutes” about
homeless families in Florida living in vehicles, which stayed
with me. One family, who lived in a delivery truck, had two
teenage children who seemed remarkably well‐adjusted
considering their situation. The father tried hard to main‐
tain a semblance of normal life for his kids. Every night,
they went to the public library to do their homework and
use the computers (and probably to get cleaned up, too!).
The library was a major lifeline in helping these children
succeed. They are both on track to go to college.
It made me wonder how many kids and families in
Benton County are in the same boat? According to figures
from the Oregon Department of Education, at least 227
children in Benton County are considered homeless, and
this number doesn’t include those couch surfing—staying
temporarily with families or friends. Many more families

live in poverty. In the Corvallis
School District alone, 37% of
students qualify for free or reduced
lunches. These children need the
Internet access, books, and pro‐
grams the Library freely provides.
And it is not just the children—their
parents depend on the Library
more and more to apply for jobs
online, upgrade their job skills, and find free educational and
entertainment resources for their families. As more people
fall out of the middle class, they are less likely to be able to
afford Internet access, even if they still have a place to live.
And without Internet access, they will be unable to recover
economically, and we as a society will be poorer for years
to come.

Big Book Sale
Continued from front page

645 NW Monroe Ave
Corvallis OR 97330
541.766.6926
www.thebestlibrary.net
HOURS
Mon – Thu
Fri – Sat
Closed Sun

10:00 am – 8:00 pm
10:00 am – 6:00 pm

Of course, without customers the sale won’t
make money and we are extremely lucky to have
many return visitors. With their help and the
dedicated efforts of the volunteers, we hope to
raise more than $20,000 that the Friends of the
Library can use to buy furniture and equipment
as well as fund programs and special events
throughout the year.
For more information:
www.thebestlibraryfriends.org
Volunteers prepare for the 2010 Big Book Sale

Alsea Community Library
19192 Alsea Hwy • Alsea OR 97324
541.487.5061
HOURS
Mon, Wed, Sat
Tue, Thu

10:00 am – 4:30 pm
2:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Monroe Community Library
668 Commercial St • Monroe OR 97456
541.847.5174
HOURS
Mon
Tue, Thu
Wed
Sat

1:30 pm – 4:30 pm
10:00 am – 4:30 pm
3:00 pm – 8:00 pm
10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Philomath Community Library
1050 Applegate St • Philomath OR 97370
541.929.3016
HOURS
Mon, Thu – Sat
Tue, Wed

10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 8:00 pm
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Editor at 541.766.6928.
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Library Closed
January 2 – New Year’s Day
January 16 – MLK Jr. Day
February 20 – Presidents’ Day
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Volunteer Spotlight
by Cathi Roberts, Volunteer Coordinator

Molly Engle is a woman with a strong
sense of values who lives those values every
day. For example, when I met her at the
Library at 9:00 am on a frosty December
morning, I found that she had ridden her
bike 2½ miles from her Corvallis home in
order to volunteer – as she does nearly
every Saturday morning. “I believe in mini‐
mizing my carbon footprint,” she tells me,
and she clearly turns belief into action
whenever she can.
Molly began volunteering at the Library
soon after she moved to Corvallis in 1998.
She had multiple motives, including a love
of libraries, a philosophy of “giving back,”
and a desire to teach her daughter Morgan,
then only 5 years old, some early life lessons.
Morgan – and later her little sister Mersedes
– learned their letters and numbers helping
Molly with her Adopt‐a‐Shelf duties in the
children’s section, working their way
through the picture‐books and Easy‐Readers.
The girls also learned about participat‐
ing in community life through volunteering,
and about how to use the Library as an
educational resource. “Education is the
great equalizer,” Molly says, and she wanted
to make sure her daughters got a good start.
The girls grew up here at the Library, and
still come back to volunteer during school
breaks. Morgan, 18, now attends Eckerd
College in St. Petersburg, Florida; and
Mersedes, 15, enrolled this fall at a prestig‐
ious all‐girls boarding school in Tacoma.

Molly’s own educational path led
through nursing school (“When I graduated
from high school, girls were expected to be
teachers or nurses”), and on to a Ph.D. from
the University of Arizona in a highly‐
specialized field. Molly is a professional
“evaluator” on the OSU Extension faculty.
Her work involves determining how effective
various programs are in doing what they
intend to do. She collaborates with other
faculty and researchers across a wide range
of disciplines, but has a particular interest in
evaluating community‐based programs.
Molly evaluates several local programs
informally from the inside out – volunteering
at Corvallis High School’s “Beyond CHS”
room and serving on the Furniture Share
board, among other activities. As with other
aspects of her life, she’s turning beliefs into
action – working to make her own commu‐
nity a more effective place to live.

Volunteer Molly Engle surrounded by her
daughters Morgan (left) and Mersedes (right)

Buffy the Disc Cleaner by Denise Swearingin, Library Specialist III
The Technical Services Division of the Corvallis‐Benton County Library system is respon‐
sible for preparing and entering new materials; deleting old, out‐dated, and damaged mate‐
rials; and repairing and maintaining the physical condition of materials. One of the key
pieces of equipment used to maintain the collection is the Eco‐Master Disc Repair System.
Commonly referred to as “Buffy” within Technical Services, this machine is able to clean all
disc formats: CD’s, DVD’s, CD‐Books, CD‐ROM’s, and video‐game discs. It has multiple clean‐
ing pads, enabling us to sand deeply scratched discs, along with polishing out the normal
wear of these highly used collections. This makes the disc cleaner a hero in the Library’s sus‐
tainability efforts! Not only are we able to keep circulating discs which would have ended up in the landfill, we also save money on
the cost of replacing damaged items, leaving more money to add new titles. Buffy is also environmentally friendly. It uses distilled
water which is recycled through a filtering system, and both the cleaning solution and polishing compound are biodegradable.
While there is not a fix for a cracked, chewed‐on, or run‐over disc, we are able to save most of the damaged discs that make their
way to Technical Services.
As patrons, what can you do to help maintain the collection? Here are a few ideas:
• Handle the discs from the edges
• Be gentle when removing the disc from its case
• Keep the discs in their case when not in use
• Store them away from curious toddlers and pets
• Do not use the discs as cup or candle holders.
If you check out an item that ‘skips’ or doesn’t work, let the Circulation staff know at check‐in, or leave a note on the outside of
the case. Library Technical Services is dedicated to sustainable and eco‐friendly living and happy to serve our community.

HOMEWORK HELP: Fast! Free! Online!
Get the info you need to do your homework. Kid‐friendly & accessible from home!
Online access to magazine & newspaper articles, encyclopedias, and other reference books.
www.thebestlibrary.net/kidsresearch
Library databases are available online anywhere that you use the Internet. You’ll need your Library card to log in.
Questions? Call 541.766.6794

Library Foundation Corner by Betty McCauley, Board Member
Everyone likes a fresh start in a bright New Year. It helps, of course, if the old year has left
resources with which to do worthy things. Therefore, with a sincere thank you, the Library Founda‐
tion acknowledges the generous contributions received in response to the annual appeal of 2011.
We truly appreciate the many who value the Library and continue to support it, even in difficult
economic times. Some of you designated where you want your contributions to be used; your
wishes will be honored. The book budget, Library technology, children’s services and others will be
strengthened.
Do you ever wonder what your undesignated contributions pay for? Some may not be as
showy as artwork or books, but they make Library functions possible. They have financed Donor
Perfect, the technology that keeps donor contribution records up‐to‐date and accurate. New also
are the attractive display cabinets you may see off the lobby near the entrance to the Belluschi
room. Take the time to view Friends of the Library and Foundation contributions to the Library.
Your support also will go toward furnishing the coming new Monroe Library, and for Check It Out,
allowing me to thank you all so very much. Have a Happy, Happy New Reading Year!
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Musician and Novelist Willy Vlautin
Thursday, February 16, 2012 at 6:30 pm
Corvallis Library Main Meeting Room
We are thrilled to announce a February event with Willy Vlautin combining music and literature!
Vlautin is the lead singer and songwriter for the Portland‐based alternative country band Richmond Fontaine,
which cites Husker Du, Willie Nelson, X, The Blasters, and The Replacements as musical influences. Vlautin’s
story‐based songs have often drawn comparison to the short stories of Raymond Carver, so it is natural
that he is also a published author of three novels, including his most recent, Lean on Pete, which won two
Oregon book awards this year: the Ken Kesey award for fiction and the Readers’ Choice Award. His first novel, The Motel Life is
currently in production to become a major motion picture starring Emile Hirsch, Stephen Dorff, Dakota Fanning and Kris Kristoffersen.
Vlautin will read from Lean on Pete as well as play songs which inspired the book. The Library has copies of Vlautin’s novels The Motel
Life, Northline, and Lean on Pete, as well as Richmond Fontaine’s new CD The High Country.

Please join us for this exciting event on February 16!

Book-A-Librarian in January
by Amy Spies, Adult Services Reference Librarian

Did you make a New Year’s resolution to update your basic computer skills? The
Second Floor Librarians are scheduling one‐on‐one appointments to answer your computer
questions. Maybe you would like to learn how to…
• Search the Library catalog
• Renew your Library materials online
• Use the Library’s scanner
• Log into Consumer Reports from home
• Get a free email account
• Open email attachments
Do you have a basic computer question that is puzzling you? The Second Floor Librarians are here to help. Contact us to
schedule a 15‐minute appointment during the month of January. You can stop by the second floor desk, call 541.766.6793, or
send an email to askalibrarian@ci.corvallis.or.us. We look forward to talking with you!

Youth ACTIVITIES

STORYTIMES

All Storytimes are offered weekly at
10:00 am in the Youth Storytime Room
at the Corvallis Library unless other‐
wise noted.
Infant Storytime (Birth to 18 mo)
Wednesdays
Wobbler Storytime (12 – 24 mo)
Fridays

Mother Goose Asks “Why?”
Explore science through children's picture books. Program includes stories, hands‐on
science activities. For children ages 3‐5.
January 19
10:00 am
Main Meeting Room

School’s Out – Kid Mysteries Are In!
Enjoy activities, games, and crafts related to your favorite children's book
mysteries such as Boxcar Children, A to Z Mysteries, Jigsaw Jones, and more.
February 3
1:00 – 3:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Toddler Storytime (18 – 36 mo)
Tuesdays
Preschool Storytime (3 – 5 yrs)
Thursdays
Bedtime Storytime (all ages)
Mondays 7:00 pm
La Fiesta de su Biblioteca (all ages)
(English/Spanish storytime)
Second Saturday of each month at
11:00 am | Main Meeting Room
Man with the Yellow Hat (Birth to 3 yrs)
First Saturday of each month at
11:00 am

Philomath Community Library

Beginning Chapters Book Club
Book club for kids reading beginning chapter books on their own. Each month's
book is available at the Library (limited copies).
January 18
February 15
Storytime Room

3:30 pm
3:30 pm

La Fiesta de su Biblioteca – Chinese New Year
Celebrate Chinese New Year during La Fiesta de su Biblioteca—stories and songs in
English/Spanish/Chinese. Plus a special Chinese New Year craft.
February 11
11:00 am
Main Meeting Room

Bedtime Storytime
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
Preschool Storytime
Wednesdays at 10:00 am

Teen Game Night

My First Book Club

Monroe Community Library

Teens ages 12‐18 are welcome to play Xbox,
PlayStation, Wii, and board games. Snacks
provided.

Book club for kids beginning to read on
their own. Book discussion and activity.
Parents welcome!

January 23
5:00 pm
February 13
5:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

January 11
February 8
Storytime Room

Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays at 10:30 am

3:30 pm
3:30 pm

All youth events are free and open to the public. For more information,
please call 541.766.6794 or visit our web site at www.thebestlibrary.net.
CORVALLIS‐BENTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Random Review

Adult PROGRAMS
Book Club

A Sand County Almanac, and Sketches Here
and There by Aldo Leopold. Reviewed by
Cristina Eisenberg.
January 11
12:00 pm

The Geography of Bliss: One Grump's
Search for the Happiest Places in the World
by Eric Weiner.
January 18
7:00 pm

Aftershock: The Next Economy and America’s
Future by Robert Reich. Reviewed by Charles Vars.
February 8
12:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Lean on Pete by Willy Vlautin.
February 15
7:00 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

Library Board Meeting

Willy Vlautin

Monthly meeting of the Library Advisory
Board. Public welcome.

Musician and novelist Willy Vlautin will
combine music and literature—see page 4
for more information.

January 4
7:30 pm
February 1
7:30 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

February 16
6:30 pm
Main Meeting Room

Celebration of
William Stafford

Spring Creek Presents
an Evening with Bill Porter

Event to commemorate poet William Stafford
will include a short workshop, featured
readers, and an open mic.

Presentation by Bill Porter, one of the
premier translators of Chinese poetry and
spiritual literature. Co‐sponsored by the Library.

January 21
1:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

January 26
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Legislative Town Hall

Friends Big Book Sale

Presented by League of Women Voters.
Public welcome. Co‐sponsored by the
Library.

HUGE annual sale of used books at the Benton
County Fairgrounds. See front page for
more details.

January 28
10:00 am
Main Meeting Room

February 24, 25, 26
Various hours
Benton County Fairgrounds

League of Women Voters
Rethinking the Economy: Are There Viable Alternatives to “Business as Usual”? Public Welcome.
Co‐sponsored by the Library.
January 10
7:00 pm
Women Coming of Age: Voices from the 40s to the Present. Public welcome. Co‐sponsored by the Library.
February 14
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Gearing Up
for Gardening

Lecture Series

Jan 10

Fruitful Endeavors
Presented by Chad Finn

Jan 17

Waterless Wonders
Presented by Neil Bell

Jan 24

Veggie to the Max
Presented by Rose Marie McGee

Jan 31

From the Ground Down
Presented by Jeff Cope

Feb 7

Heavenly Hellebores
Presented by Ernie & Marietta O’Byrne

Feb 14

SOS—Save Our Species
Presented by Heath Keirstead

Feb 21

Not Tonight Deer
Presented by Lee Powell

Feb 28

There’s No Place Like Home
Presented by Lynette Shonnard

All lectures begin at 12:10 pm in the Main
Meeting Room of the Corvallis Library. Free
and open to the public. Co‐sponsored by
Benton County Master Gardeners and LBCC
Benton Center.

All events are free and open to the
public. For more information, please
call 541.766.6793.
If you have a disability and
need accommodations for a
program, call 541.766.6928.
Please allow 48 hours notice, so that
we can better serve you.
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