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Youth Book Clubs: Instilling the Joy of Reading
by Youth Services Reference Librarians

One of the guiding tenets of providing library service to
young people is to share and instill the joy of reading. Whether
teaching a baby how to hold a board book; finding information
for a school assignment; or, recommending that "just right
perfect book" after all of Harry Potter has been read. Youth
librarians operate at both the conscious and unconscious level
of finding in printed form something the reader will not only
value but also enjoy. At the Corvallis‐Benton County Public
Library, we have found two highly successful means for sharing
and instilling the joy of reading: storytimes for preschool
children and book clubs for kids in
school. Our book clubs support
youth learning to read and the
newly independent reader. Here
is a brief description of our
book clubs by the librarians
who lead them:

My First Book Club
My First Book Club is a book club for beginning readers. We
meet monthly to discuss a book chosen from the Early Reader
collection and to participate in related activities and crafts.
Parents are welcome to attend with their child. The book club
meets on the second Monday of the month, from 3:30‐4:15 pm
in the Youth Activity Room of the Corvallis Library. A limited
number of copies of the current month’s book selection are
available at the Youth Services Reference desk. On January 14,
My First Book Club will be discussing Zack’s Alligator and the
First Snow by Shirley Mozelle and on February 11, the book club
will be discussing A Birthday for Bear by Bonny Becker.
Kids’ Book Club
The Kids’ Book Club is back! This book club is for readers in
grades 4 and 5 who like to read. One of the goals of the Kids’
Book Club is to expose the participants to a variety of genres
within the juvenile fiction and non‐fiction collections which are
frequently overlooked. The monthly meetings offer a fun
SEE BOOK CLUBS | PAGE 2

Message from Library Director Carolyn Rawles-Heiser
Over the years, on numerous occasions, I have heard some
variation of, “one of the reasons we decided to move here was
because of the Library.” People and businesses look at many
aspects of a community before deciding where to relocate. In
looking at the quality of life and economic health of a commu‐
nity, the public library is an important factor. Is the library open
sufficient hours? Is there a wide variety and quantity of new
materials available? Are there programs for children and adults?
Is the technology up‐to‐date? Are there resources for businesses,
such as meeting space and business‐related databases? Are job
hunters supported in their quest for career development? Is the
building in good repair? What role does the library play in helping
ensure children are ready to read, thus improving their overall
educational development?
In Corvallis and Benton County, the answer to those
questions has generally been positive over the past 20 years
or so. The Library has contributed to the overall package that
has made Corvallis an attractive place to live and work.

However, several years of budget
cuts (despite the operating levy for
which we are very grateful) are
having an impact on our Library.
Our materials budget has been cut
by about 30% in the past couple of
years and our hours are 25% below
what they were in 1998. Our staffing
level is below what it was in 1996, even though our circulation is
over 20% greater and our population served, county‐wide, is
about 12% larger. Building maintenance has been cut. Staff have
worked hard to improve efficiencies and to attract private funds,
but those efforts can only do so much.
As we look at how best to attract individuals, businesses,
and entrepreneurs to grow our local economy, let’s do our best
to ensure we have the funding for library services and other
public services which make Corvallis and Benton County a great
place to live.

Book Clubs
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HOURS
Mon – Thu
Fri – Sat
Closed Sun

10:00 am – 8:00 pm
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Alsea Community Library
19192 Alsea Hwy • Alsea OR 97324
541.487.5061
HOURS
Mon, Wed, Sat
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opportunity for kids to discuss books and
enjoy related activities together. The Kids’
Book Club meets on the first Friday of each
month from 2:30–3:15 pm. Dana Campbell
and Kristin Starnes are the rotating facilita‐
tors for the Kids’ Book Club. On January 4,
the Kids’ Book Club will be discussing The
Candymakers by Wendy Mass. A limited
number of copies of the current month’s
book are available at the Youth Services
Reference desk at the Corvallis Library.

Teen Animanga Club
The Teen Animanga Club meets during
the school year to preview new manga
titles, compete in trivia contests, share
anime/manga‐style artwork, and watch
anime. Each year the club votes on the new
manga they've read and the two series with
the most votes are purchased for the Library's
Young Adult Graphic Novel collection.
Meetings take place in the Youth Activity
Room of the Corvallis‐Benton County Public
Library. More information on the Spring
2013 schedule coming soon! All teens, ages
12‐18 are invited. No registration required.

CONTACT YOUTH SERVICES AT
541.766.6794 FOR MORE
INFORMATION ON THE BOOK CLUBS

Foundation Corner
by Betty McCauley, Honorary Foundation Board Member

Wow! What wonderful Library supporters
we have! If you are following the rise of the
Complete the Block thermometer in the
entry hall, you’ll see that we have reached
89% of our goal already. As you know,
“Complete the Block” refers to the campaign
to raise money to purchase the law building
by the back entry of the Library. Eventually
we will need to expand our building in the
only direction left on this block. Of course
the red thermometer line still has a way to
go, so please consider giving it a boost with
your contribution. Some of the donors tell

us that their gifts are in memory of parents
or friends who have loved our library. Others
give because they enjoyed weekly trips to
the children’s room as they grew up. How
about donating a birthday gift in honor of
someone who has everything? If a reference
librarian has helped you, say thanks with a
donation. Because your gift is matched, it
does double duty in reaching the goal. Thank
you all for your generosity. Happy Reading
and Happy New Year!

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY

BIG BOOK SALE
February 22: 6:00 pm—9:00 pm
February 23: 10:00 am—5:00 pm
February 24: 11:00 am—4:00 pm
Benton County Fairgrounds
NEW! Doors will open at 4:00 pm on Friday,
February 22 for FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
members only. No scanners allowed.
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Three words Mike would use to describe himself
are quiet, absurd, and observant. Les Caves is
Mike’s current favorite Corvallis hangout. He says
no matter what they’re cooking, it’s usually really
good. Mike shares his life with wife Kara and 2½
year‐old son Luke, as well as a German Shepherd
mix named Mishka. His family will grow by two
feet in April 2013 with the arrival of a baby girl.
In his free time (is there any with a toddler and
new baby in the house?), Mike likes to take walks
with his dog, read all sorts of books, work on his
house, and play music. He mostly dabbles with
the guitar and banjo. One day, he would like to
visit Sweden and tour South America.

Kathy Koetz

Born in Hawaii and raised in non‐tropical
Corvallis, Masyn’s family includes his wife
Rebecca and daughter Dinah. In his previous
life, he worked as a chef before earning his
Master’s Degree in Library Science. Masyn has
aspirations to one day fly an airplane and also
hike the Pacific Coast Trail through Oregon.
His favorite eatery is The Ram and he loves
pizza. Masyn enjoys reading, playing tabletop
miniature games, and watching “It’s Always
Sunny in Philadelphia.” Three words Masyn
would use to describe himself are particular,
calm, and routine.

Steve Ronay

Originally from Ann Arbor, Michigan, Lisa now
lives in Corvallis with her husband John and
13‐year old daughter Lyla. Lanie (dog) and
Cranston (cat) are also part of the family. Her
favorite Corvallis restaurant is Del Alma and
she cannot pick a favorite book because “there
are too many good books to choose just one.”
Lisa’s travel dreams include the Great Barrier
Reef in Australia and she prefers the color
green. Thanks to the rain, there’s plenty of
green in Oregon! In her free time, Lisa enjoys
walking, gardening, reading, and traveling. Her
favorite TV program is “The Daily Show.”

Stephen Whitener

COMMUNITY LIBRARY
SPECIALIST

SHELVER

SHELVER

Chris is a Northwest native who has been
married to her husband Mike for 38 years. They
have two sons, Caleb and Josh, and five grand‐
children. Chris has kept busy with an array of
jobs including a clerk for Benton County, a
realtor, a grocery clerk, a sewing and quilting
teacher, and a medical assistant. She would
prefer to make a living selling her artwork for
“outrageous prices” and is currently reading
anything related to artistic journaling. In addition
to her artwork, Chris enjoys watching “Revenge”
on TV and sipping a delicious strawberry margarita
at her favorite restaurant, Ixtapa!

As a fourth‐generation Oregonian, Kathy was
born in Corvallis and raised in Alsea where
she still resides with her family. She is a
widow and mother of two grown sons as well
as Tribble the cat. In her spare time, she
volunteers with the local fire department
and enjoys gardening, reading, bowling, and
watching sports. She is also a BIG fan of both
Star Trek and Star Wars. Kathy’s favorite
reading material is the Outlander series by
Diana Gabaldon and her favorite TV show is
“NCIS.” You can make Kathy’s day by baking
her anything with chocolate listed as the
main ingredient!

Steve hails from South Bend, Indiana and
resides in Corvallis with his wife Lisa. He is a
retired cabinetmaker, fishmonger, and goat
herder. Steve likes to tinker on his house, go
for hikes, and explore the back roads. One
day, he would like to visit Italy and soar in a
glider. His pet peeve is things not put away
in the proper location in his shop (sounds
like a great attribute for a Library Shelver!).
Steve’s favorite TV show is “Six Feet Under”
and his favorite book is a tie between The
Little Island and The Hobbit.

Stephen recently returned to Corvallis after
pursuing his love of comedy in Portland. He
resides with his two cats, Maggie and Rhoda.
Stephen attended OSU and has had a variety of
interesting work experiences. He has worked as
a tobacconist, bank teller, Elvis impersonator, as
well as in a medical lab, video store, and book
store. Stephen’s favorite “food” is coffee and he
dislikes car alarms and leaf blowers. In his spare
time, he enjoys watching “The David Letterman
Show,” collecting old movies, records, and
books. The Library is happy to have Stephen
back in the stacks!
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Youth ACTIVITIES

STORYTIMES

All Storytimes are offered weekly at
10:00 am in the Youth Storytime Room
at the Corvallis Library unless other‐
wise noted.
Infant Storytime (Birth to 18 mo)
Wednesdays
Wobbler Storytime (12 – 24 mo)
Fridays
Toddler Storytime (18 – 36 mo)
Tuesdays
Preschool Storytime (3 – 5 yrs)
Thursdays
Bedtime Storytime (all ages)
Mondays 7:00 pm
La Fiesta de su Biblioteca (all ages)
(English/Spanish storytime)
Second Saturday of each month at
11:00 am | Main Meeting Room

Mother Goose Asks “Why?”
Explore science through children's picture books. Program includes stories,
hands‐on science activities. For children ages 3‐5.
February 7
10:00 am
Main Meeting Room

La Fiesta de su Biblioteca – Oregon Guitar Quartet
A special La Fiesta de su Biblioteca! A family concert by Oregon Guitar Quartet
featuring Ferdinand the Bull story by Munro Leaf put to music and many other
World Music pieces especially arranged for a guitar quartet.
February 9
11:00 am
Main Meeting Room

Young Writer’s Workshop
In the first workshop, fifth grade students will participate in small group conversations with
writers from different perspectives: cartooning, fiction, non‐fiction and illustration. Students
will then create their own stories and share them at the second workshop on March 2.
Applications will be available in January and the workshop is limited to 24 participants.
Priority given to students who have not previously participated in the program.
February 16 and March 2 (two sessions)
Main Meeting Room

10:00 am – 3:00 pm

Teen Writing Group

Kids Book Club

Teens ages 12—18 interested in writing are
invited to join the Teen Writing Group. Led
by local Young Adult author, Bryan Bliss.

Book club geared for 4th and 5th grade
students. For current month’s title,
contact the Youth Reference Desk.

Every Tuesday
6:00 – 7:00 pm
Youth Activity Room

January 4
February 1
Storytime Room

Rise and Shine Storytime
Wednesdays at 10:00 am

Animanga Book Club

My First Book Club

Monroe Community Library

Preview new manga, win prizes in a trivia
contest, watch anime, and eat snacks.
Ages 12‐18 are welcome.

Book club for kids beginning to read on
their own. Book discussion and activity.
Parents welcome!

February 4
4:30 pm
Youth Activity Room

January 14
February 11
Storytime Room

Man with the Yellow Hat (Birth to 3 yrs)
First Saturday of each month at
11:00 am

Philomath Community Library
Starlight Storytime
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm

Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays at 10:30 am

2:30 pm
2:30 pm

3:30 pm
3:30 pm

All youth events are free and open to the public. For more information,
please call 541.766.6794 or visit our web site at www.thebestlibrary.net.
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Library Board Meeting

Adult PROGRAMS
Book Club

Monthly meeting of the Library Advisory
Board. Public welcome.

The Big Burn by Timothy Egan.
January 16
7:00 pm

January 2
7:30 pm
February 6
7:30 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

The Autobiography of Henry VII by
Margaret George.
February 20
7:00 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

Random Review

Borderless Stories

The Works of Ray Bradbury. Reviewed
by Adam Michaud.
January 9
12:00 pm

A talk and exploration of the “Borderless
Stories” exhibit sponsored by the Rural
Organizing Project and Corvallis Multi‐
cultural Center.

The Submission by Amy Waldman.
Reviewed by Aria Minu‐Sepehr.
February 13
12:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

February 2
Time TBA
Main Meeting Room

IRAN:

A DELICATE FUTURE

Local resident and author Aria Minu‐
Sephr will discuss the current state and
delicate future of Iran. He moved with
his family to the United States following
the fall of the shah of Iran in 1979. He is
an adjunct professor of English, founder
of the Forum for Middle East Awareness,
and a public lecturer in fields related to
Iran and the Middle East. His new book
We Heard the Heavens Then, an account
of his boyhood experience of the 1979
Iranian Revolution, was released by
Simon & Schuster in April 2012.
January 24
6:30 pm
Main Meeting Room

EBook Clinic
Get help with downloading Library eBooks and eBook readers at this drop‐in clinic. Several
eReaders will be available for hands‐on demonstrations. If you already own an eBook
reader or a mobile device, please bring it with you. No sign‐up is required. For more
information, contact Adult Reference at 541.766.6793.

Friends of the Library
BIG Book Sale

January 10
10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

William Stafford Celebration—What is Poetry?

Thousands of books, audiobooks,
DVDs, VHS tapes, and other items for
sale at amazing prices! All proceeds
benefit the Corvallis‐Benton County
Public Library. See page 2 for more
information.

A celebration of poet William Stafford: reading, writing workshop, DVD. Co‐sponsored
by the Marys Peak Poets and Friends of William Stafford.

February 22—24
Benton County Fairgrounds

January 26
1:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

League of Women Voters
Legislative Town Hall. All League of Women Voters presentations are open to the
public and co‐sponsored by the Library.
February 2
10:00 am

All events are free and open to the public. For
more information, please call 541.766.6793.
If you have a disability and need
accommodations for a program, call
541.766.6928. Please allow 48 hours
notice, so that we can better serve you.

Presentation on Local City Planning.
February 12
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room
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GEARING UP FOR GARDENING 2013
Jan 8

The Lowdown on the Vegetable Underground: how to
grow potatoes, parsnips, garlic, sweet potatoes, and more
Presenter: Darren Morgan, Nursery Manager, Shonnards
Nursery
Jan 15 Hydrangeas ‐ More Than You Ever Imagined: varieties,
care, and pruning
Presenter: Karen Hopson, Oregon Certified Nursery
Professional, Garland Nursery
Jan 22 Annuals Are Not Wimps: learn to grow and enjoy a variety
of annuals
Presenter: Ellen Egan, Egan Gardens Inc
Jan 29 A Bird's Eye View: gardening to attract birds
Presenter: Bill Proebsting, Ph.D. Plant Physiology

Feb 5

Fabulous Fruit in the Northwest:
figs, kiwis, pawpaws, persimmons
and other fabulous fruit for the Northwest!
Presenter: Jim Gilbert, Northwoods Nursery/One Green World
Feb 12 Don't Go Out on a Limb: tree selection, maintenance, and
possible problems
Presenter: Al Shay, Landscape Instructor, OSU
Feb 19 Genetically Engineered and Genetically Modified Organisms:
an objective look at a hot topic
Presenter: Gail Langelotto, Ph.D., OSU Urban & Community
Horticulture Specialist
Feb 26 What’s the Buzz Around Town: our threatened pollinators,
what we need to know, and how we can help
Presenter: Rich Little, Deputy Agriculture Commissioner (ret)

All lectures begin at 12:00 pm in the Main Meeting Room of the Corvallis Library. Free and open to the public.
Co‐sponsored by Benton County Master Gardeners and LBCC Benton Center.

Kim Robert Stafford is an American poet and essayist who lives in Portland, Oregon.
He will visit the Library to discuss his new memoir and provide some insight on
writing your own story.

KIM STAFFORD

Lecture and
100 Tricks: Writing Big Stories in Little Chapters
In this workshop, we will explore the opportunity to write a work of any length, given
creative solitudes of any brevity, by designing a cell‐like structure of short chapters for a big story.
We will discuss this approach as exemplified in the book 100 Tricks Every Boy Can Do, and by writing
exploratory drafts for work in progress by participants. Who knows? Maybe you will begin your story this day.
Pre‐registration required. Contact Adult Reference at 541.766.6793 to sign‐up.
February 21
2:00—4:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Writing Workshop

100 Tricks Every Boy Can Do: Writing for Consolation—A Reading, Conversation, and Book Signing with Kim Stafford
The focus of the evening will be the healing power of stories, and finding light at the heart of hard times. The subject
of this book, Bret Stafford, lived in Corvallis in the 1980s, where he completed a degree in geography at OSU.
February 21
Main Meeting Room
7:00 pm

