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Looking for a Friday Night Flick? Let Us Help!
by Ruth Rose Hennessey, Reference Librarian

It’s been over a month since the Library unveiled its DVD
alcove arrangement to allow better access to our collection of
popular movies and television shows on DVD, and the response
has been clearly positive. Inside the alcove, all currently avail‐
able popular movie and television show DVDs are arranged by
title. Here you will also find a service desk where these DVDs
and your DVD holds must be checked out by Library staff. The
Library’s DVD alcove is a busy area, and we’ve moved two self‐
check machines nearby for patrons
to check out their other materials.
Since 80% of these popular titles
are usually checked out, the Library
has made searching tools available on
our website to help you find just the
right one. From the Library’s home
page, please visit our Movies/DVDs
site to search our catalog by genre
or director (Romantic Comedy or
James Cameron for example) using
the dynamic lists we’ve created. The
DVD collection can also be searched
by title, actor (author) or studio

(publisher). Our DVD page includes links to review sites to help
you select movies that are enjoyable and appropriate for all of
the family, as well as lists of award winners.
The Library strives to collect a broad range of titles from
blockbusters to independent films to some of your favorite TV
shows in order to satisfy the diversity of our community. Older
television shows and movies plus public broadcasting dramas
are found across from the alcove and foreign films are located
outside of the alcove. Be sure to explore
the hundreds of nonfiction DVDS on topics
from astronomy to Zumba that you’ll find
behind the Classic DVDs. However, while
we do have a large variety, we are not
able to have every DVD, especially since
our budget is limited. With your library
card, you can place holds on the DVDs you
want to watch that are currently checked
out. We welcome your suggestions;
please visit the Second Floor Librarians
for assistance in finding the DVD titles you
are seeking.

Message from Library Director Carolyn Rawles-Heiser
Thanks to everyone who participated in Corvallis’ recent
Citizen Attitude Survey! We continue to be among the most
heavily‐used City services, with 75% using the Library in the
past year. Only Parks and Recreation had a higher rate. This
is borne out in our figures that about 2,500 people visit our
Library daily, with even more visiting online. And 70% of the
survey respondents said our Library was “excellent.”
There are so many exciting things happening in our Library
system right now! The new Monroe Community Library will be
finished soon and I hope you will all be able to join us in May
as we celebrate this momentous occasion. Watch our web site
for an announcement about the date. This project could not
have happened without the South Benton Library Project, a
committee of South Benton Community Enhancement. Their
members researched and wrote the private grant requests

which provided a substantial portion
of the project’s funding. Benton
County was also instrumental
thanks to their sponsorship and
shepherding of a Community
Development Block Grant which
put us over the top in fundraising.
And our Friends and Foundation
are providing the furnishings for the new library along with
shelving salvaged from Oregon City Public Library and the OSU
bookstore, thanks to our phenomenal Building Maintenance staff.
The Foundation is nearing completion of its “Complete the
Block” campaign with donations from over 600 generous people
so far! When we complete our fundraising for this project, we
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Library Foundation Corner
by Betty McCauley, Honorary Foundation Board Member
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It is always interesting to meet new
members of the Library Foundation Board.
This time we share a first experience in using
our public library as only a young mother
would do — enjoying it with her children.
Krista Klinkhammer came to Corvallis in
2008 as a stay‐at‐home mom with a one and a
two‐year old. She says the Library “saved her
sanity” as the children grew up and enjoyed
books and story hours. As a matter of fact, she
feels that she can contribute especially to the
Foundation in bringing the perspective of
parents of young children. She now works as
the Marketing and Communications Manager
for OSU’s School of Business. She really enjoys
taking pictures, and we’ll be seeing some of
them at future Library events. Krista has been
amazed at the support the community has
shown in contributing to the successful campaign
to Complete the Block.
Everyone coming to the Foundation
contributes unique experience to the Library.
We’re thrilled to have Krista “on Board” to lend
us her unique perspective and expertise!

Foundation Board Member
Krista Klinkhammer

Director’s Message
Continued from front page

will ensure that our Library will have room
to expand on our current site when the
time is right. Thank you to everyone who
has helped and contributed to this project.
At our recent All Boards potluck, we had
the good fortune to hear from two of our
newest librarians, Lindy Brown and Bonnie
Brzozowski, about the ways reference
librarians are integrating technology into
their work. Did you know that if you put
out a tweet on Twitter asking about book
recommendations, one of our reference
librarians will respond with book sugges‐
tions? And our mobile app will now allow
you to take your Smartphone to the stacks
and check out your item right there on the
spot. Thank you to the Friends for funding
the mobile app! We also learned a lot about

what our Youth Services staff do every day
with an entertaining video they created
featuring cat herding!
Our first‐ever Maker Space festival will take
place during Spring Break and will provide
everyone with the opportunity to make
things at the Library. We appreciate every‐
one in the community who has stepped up
and offered talents and equipment for this
two‐day event. This is a collaborative effort
between our Youth Services and Adult
Services librarians.
Your Library continues to make great
strides forward as we look for even better
ways to serve you, our community. Thank
you for your encouragement and support!

Volunteer Spotlight

by Cathi Roberts, Volunteer Coordinator

When he was a young man, Courtney Childs decided he would
lead a life full of variety and challenge, and as part of his approach
to an interesting life, he would change careers every five years.
He didn’t quite manage to do that, but he came fairly close. Since
graduating from U.C. Berkeley in the 1960s with a degree in history,
Courtney has worked in an oil refinery, in several different book‐
stores, and on the beach in Santa Barbara (lifeguard). He was a Cellar
Manager in various California wineries for about 15 years, and an
independent craftsman who built lap‐strum dulcimers (aka Appala‐
chian dulcimers, as opposed to the better‐known hammer dulcimer).
His most unusual job was as a counselor at a “crisis house,” a transi‐
tional program for people leaving residential psychiatric care — and
for those trying to avoid hospitalization.
Courtney’s retired now, and when I asked him which job he had
retired from, he told me, “body work.” For an instant, I flashed on
crumpled bumpers and dented fenders, but elucidation quickly
followed. Courtney was a practitioner of two types of alternative
therapies intended to improve movement, mood, and general health:

the Trager Approach and Cranio‐
sacral therapy. Courtney explained
that Trager practitioners use
gentle, non‐intrusive, natural
movements with the goal of
facilitating deep relaxation,
increased physical mobility, and
mental clarity. Craniosacral therapy
is a bit more obscure, but involves
manipulation of the cranial bones
to achieve a therapeutic result.
How did all of this varied life
experience lead to a post‐retirement
Volunteer Courtney Childs
stint as a library volunteer? Accord‐
ing to Courtney, “Libraries are the best institution we’ve ever
invented!” He’d like to see more of our society function as libraries
do: facilitating learning, communication, and creativity in an open,
inclusive, and collaborative environment.
In addition to working as a Collection Development volunteer
in the Adult Services Division, he sorts books for the Friends of the
Library, and helps local non‐profits build or improve their websites.
He enjoys gardening, bicycling, and travel, and tells me he
was “born to bodysurf,” although these days he saves
the latter for trips to warmer climates. Most Saturdays,
Courtney can be found in the children’s section of the
Library, accompanied by Ben, the 6‐year‐old grandson
of his partner Valori. They browse for books, read
together, and then go out for pizza. Sounds like a
perfect Saturday to me!

Two months and counting until
the Grand Opening of the new
Monroe Community Library!

Your Support
Speaks Volumes!
Spring is right around the corner, and that means our
Spring Membership drive is almost here, too!
Friends of the Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library have
been advocating for our Public Library services for more than
50 years. Over 2,500 patrons a day check out materials, conduct
job research, attend programs, do homework, and electronically
access a world of information. Your membership raises money
to enrich our Public Library system. Your donation provides
funding for many Library programs and services, including
Summer Reading and Youth programming, cultural programming,
and staff training and development. Our Library looks to its
Friends now more than ever!

by Cate Caruso
Friends of the Library Membership Chair
You can demonstrate your support for your Library and its
mission by becoming a member of the Friends today. Or, if you
have not renewed your membership in the last twelve months,
now is a great time to do so.
There are several ways to be a Friend to your Library. The
next time you stop by any branch, ask a staff member for a
membership form. You can fill it out and leave it with your
donation at any service desk. Or, you can go online to
www.thebestlibraryfriends.org and complete your membership
donation via our new secure PayPal service. Whichever way you
choose, your support speaks volumes!
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Youth ACTIVITIES

STORYTIMES

All Storytimes are offered weekly at
10:00 am in the Youth Storytime Room
at the Corvallis Library unless other‐
wise noted.
Infant Storytime (Birth to 18 mo)
Wednesdays
Wobbler Storytime (12 – 24 mo)
Fridays
Toddler Storytime (18 – 36 mo)
Tuesdays
Preschool Storytime (3 – 5 yrs)
Thursdays
Bedtime Storytime (all ages)
Mondays 7:00 pm
La Fiesta de su Biblioteca (all ages)
(English/Spanish storytime)
Second Saturday of each month at
11:00 am | Main Meeting Room
Man with the Yellow Hat (Birth to 3 yrs)
First Saturday of each month at
11:00 am

Philomath Community Library
Starlight Storytime
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm
Rise and Shine Storytime
Wednesdays at 10:00 am

Monroe Community Library
Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays at 10:30 am

Mother Goose Asks “Why?”
Explore science through children's picture books. Program includes stories,
hands‐on science activities. For children ages 3‐5.
April 11
10:00 am
Main Meeting Room

El día de los niños/El día de los libros
Join us for our annual celebration of bilingual literacy. Oregon artist
Samuel Becerra will present two programs—a pan flute making workshop
(pre‐registration required) and an Aztec music program.
April 30
3:30 pm and 4:15 pm
Main Meeting Room

Teen Writing Group

Make It! Teen Event

Teens ages 12‐18 interested in writing are
invited to join the Teen Writing Group. Led
by local Young Adult author, Bryan Bliss.

Join us for a cool building event—we’ll
have Legos, Snap Circuits, and snacks!
For teens ages 12‐18.

Every Tuesday
6:00 – 7:00 pm
Youth Activity Room

March 4
4:30 pm
Youth Activity Room

Family Music Fun

Kids Book Club

Family participation music and movement
program for young children and their
families.

Book club geared for 4th and 5th grade
students. For current month’s title,
contact the Youth Reference Desk.

March 16
April 20
Storytime Room

March 1
April 5
Storytime Room

11:00 am
11:00 am

2:30 pm
2:30 pm

Animanga Book Club

My First Book Club

Preview new manga, win prizes in a trivia
contest, watch anime, and eat snacks.
Ages 12‐18 are welcome.

Book club for kids beginning to read on
their own. Book discussion and activity.
Parents welcome!

April 1
4:30 pm
Youth Activity Room

March 11
April 8
Storytime Room

3:30 pm
3:30 pm

All youth events are free and open to the public. For more information,
please call 541.766.6794 or visit our web site at www.thebestlibrary.net.
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Library Board Meeting

Adult PROGRAMS
Book Club

Monthly meeting of the Library Advisory
Board. Public welcome.

The Princess Bride by William Goldman.
March 20
7:00 pm

March 6
7:30 pm
April 3
7:30 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks.
April 17
7:00 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

Random Review

Local Authors Event

The Emperor of All Maladies by Siddhartha
Mukherjee. Reviewed by Stephen Neville.
March 13
12:00 pm

Eight local authors will read from two
books: a book of essays entitled, “A
Natural History of Now” and a book of
poetry called “These Mountains that
Separate Us.”

Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World
That Can’t Stop Talking by Susan Cain.
Reviewed by Felicia Uhden.
April 10
12:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

March 2
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

EBook Clinic
Get help with downloading Library eBooks and eBook readers at this drop‐in clinic. Several
eReaders will be available for hands‐on demonstrations. If you already own an eBook
reader or a mobile device, please bring it with you. No sign‐up is required. For more
information, contact Adult Reference at 541.766.6793.
March 19
10:00 am – 2:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Mid-Willamette Woodworkers Guild
Annual display of pieces created by members of the Mid‐Willamette Woodworkers Guild.
April 25
April 26‐27
Main Meeting Room

Complementary and
Alternative Medicine

Lecture Series
April 9

Beating Allergies and Asthma with
Chinese Medicine
Presented by Katy Rogers of the
Corvallis Acupuncture and Wellness
Center
April 16 Five Building Blocks for Better
Health
Presented by Jessica Neal of New
Life Nutrition
April 23 Sustainable Healthcare
Presented by Dr. Zia L. Robles
Hernandez of Natural Elements
Medicine
April 30 Chinese Nutrition and Qi Gong for
Everyday Health
Presented by Randall Davis and
Gohn Dagow of Two Cranes
Acupunture and Massage
May 7 Therapeutic Massage for AnyBODY
Presented by Keri Sellis of Down
to Earth Therapeutic Massage and
Kate Larson of Apple Blossom
Massage
All lectures begin at 12:10 pm in the Main
Meeting Room of the Corvallis Library. Free
and open to the public. A special thank you to
Will Sheppy of Valley Health Acupuncture for
coordinating this lecture series. Co‐sponsored
by LBCC Benton Center and the Library.

10:00 am − 8:00 pm
10:00 am − 6:00 pm

All events are free and open to the public. For
more information, please call 541.766.6793.

League of Women Voters
Legislative Town Hall. All League of Women Voters presentations are open to the
public and co‐sponsored by the Library.
March 2 AND April 6
10:00 am
Main Meeting Room
Presentation on “Children At Risk”.
March 12
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

If you have a disability and need
accommodations for a program, call
541.766.6928. Please allow 48 hours
notice, so that we can better serve you.

Presentation on “Climate Change”
April 9
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room
CORVALLIS‐BENTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
645 NW MONROE AVE
CORVALLIS OR 97330

March 27 & 28
12:00—4:00 pm
Corvallis Public Library
Main Meeting Room

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

The Library is planning its very first Makerspace
event: a two‐day Maker Festival scheduled during
the week of Spring Break.
What is a Makerspace? It’s a space to make
things in. The concept is brand new to libraries and
it’s about using the library in a new way.
Instead of just using the library to access infor‐
mation, patrons of all ages will be able to use
resources at the library to make information
(objects) and develop new skills, with an emphasis
on community partnerships and hands‐on, lifelong
learning. A Makerspace uses dynamic, interactive
technology in an informal, play‐based environment;
it can be a dedicated space in a library with fancy
high‐tech equipment or it can be small additions to
existing programs.

“Lessons From Lincoln: Is Political Bipartisanship Possible?”
March 9
2:00—3:30 pm
Main Meeting Room

Non‐Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Corvallis, OR
Permit No. 62

A Maker Festival (or Maker Faire) is a special
event that showcases Makerspace activities. We’ve
got lots of exciting stuff planned, including Kinetic
Creatures from Portland (www.kineticcreatures.com),
a Paint Party sponsored by the Drawing Board, 3‐D
printers, fun Arduino electronic projects, and exhibits
and demonstrations by local artists!
We’ll also have a survey at the event for patrons
to tell us about what kind of Makerspace events
and/or activities they might like to see at our Library.
We hope you can join us for this special event!
Keep an eye out – more detailed information will be
available soon!

BIG CONVERSATIONS

Series co‐sponsored by Oregon Humanities

Does Abraham Lincoln’s adept use of bipartisanship during the Civil War offer guidance in dealing with the polarizing controversies of the twenty‐
first century? This conversation, led by independent scholar and Lincoln expert Richard W. Etulain, will look at what today’s leaders might learn from
Lincoln’s handling of slavery, emancipation and civil rights, political patronage, and reconstruction during the Civil War era. Can these lessons serve
as a model of bipartisan behavior as we debate health care, immigration reform, tax policy, and conflicting sources of government power?
Mr. Etulain is professor emeritus of history at the University of New Mexico, where he taught American history and cultures and directed its
Center for the American West. Etulain holds a doctorate in American history and literature from the University of Oregon. He is the author or
editor of more than 45 books and is currently working on a new book: Abraham Lincoln and the Oregon Country.
BIG CONVERSATIONS is a series sponsored by the Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library and Oregon Humanities that brings in informed,
educated speakers to host engaging community conversations on a variety of current and controversial topics. Big Conversations take place
on either the second or third Saturday of the month between March and June from 2:00—3:30 pm.
NEXT UP: Join us April 20th at the same time and place for "Your Land, My Land: Using and Preserving Oregon’s Natural Resources" with
Portland State University professor Veronica Dujon.

