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Calling All Dreamers! Friends of the Library Sponsor Summer Reading
by Dana Campbell, Youth Services Reference Librarian and Curtis Kiefer, Youth Services Manager

The Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library presents
Summer Reading 2012: “Dream Big‐READ!” Longtime
supporters of Summer Reading, the Friends of the Library
have once again provided funding for our Summer Reading
events and materials for preschool, school age, and teens
at all CBCPL community libraries throughout Benton
County. Summer Reading is an important part of every
child’s reading development. Research shows that children
who read during the summer are more likely to maintain or
improve their end of school reading level than children who
do not participate in reading activities.
Parents of children ages 0‐5 will want to mark their
calendars for the annual Teddy Bear Picnic at Central Park
in Corvallis on Thursday, June 21 at 10:00 am. The Teddy
Bear Picnic takes place rain or shine and is fun for all. All
branches of CBCPL offer weekly storytimes for preschool
age children throughout the
summer. Check your local
library for specific times.

School age children, ages
5‐12, will have opportunities
to learn about outer space,
meet animals of the night,
sing with the Recess Monkeys
and much more. The Reading
Education Assistance Dogs
will make a return to the
Corvallis Library in July.
Teens will “Own the
Night” this summer. Activities
include a Summer Reading
challenge and a Teen Late Night event at some libraries.
Teens will have an opportunity to enter to win movie passes
each week.
Thanks to the generosity of the Friends of the Library,
we are able to provide performers, prizes, reading logs, book
bags, and more. Turn to page 4 for more details about the
Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library Summer Reading Program
and watch our web site at www.thebestlibrary.net.

Message from Library Director Carolyn Rawles-Heiser
The Library has welcomed a number of new staff over
the past few months. All these new people were hired to
replace staff who retired or left for other jobs—we have not
added additional staff. We are not in a financial position to
increase the number of staff even though our staffing level
is 20 FTE below libraries with comparable activity levels.
We are thrilled with our new staff! Adult Services has
three new faces—Lindy Brown, Bonnie Brzozowski, and
Charles Dunham. Lisa Haag and Joan Extrom have joined us
in Circulation and Astrid Peterson was promoted to Library
Specialist III. Felicia Uhden has returned to the Library as
Access Services Manager. She was previously our Technical
Services Librarian and left in 1999 to join the Seattle Public
Library. The branches have a number of new faces and some
familiar faces are in new positions. Ashley Hall has joined us
in Philomath and Alison Gavin in Monroe. Nancy Cooke has

transferred from Circulation to
Alsea and Linda Kahlbaum moved
from the bookmobile to Philomath.
Peggy Giles, who was the Courier,
replaced Linda on the bookmobile,
and Carolynn Avery transferred
from Philomath to Corvallis.
The additional staffing in Monroe
and Alsea was made possible by
eliminating a cataloging position in Technical Services. This
means that Monroe and Alsea now have two employees,
taking care of a longstanding safety problem with one‐person
operations.
Please join me in welcoming our new faces (see page 3)
and congratulating staff who received promotions and
changed jobs!

Library Foundation Corner
by Betty McCauley, Foundation Board Member

645 NW Monroe Ave
Corvallis OR 97330
541.766.6926
www.thebestlibrary.net
HOURS
Mon – Thu
Fri – Sat
Closed Sun

10:00 am – 8:00 pm
10:00 am – 6:00 pm

Alsea Community Library
19192 Alsea Hwy • Alsea OR 97324
541.487.5061
HOURS
Mon, Wed, Sat
Tue, Thu

10:00 am – 4:30 pm
2:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Monroe Community Library
668 Commercial St • Monroe OR 97456
541.847.5174
HOURS
Mon
Tue, Thu
Wed
Sat

1:30 pm – 4:30 pm
10:00 am – 4:30 pm
3:00 pm – 8:00 pm
10:00 am – 3:00 pm

To some of us it was only
yesterday, 1992, when the Library
completed the second addition to
the beautiful building designed by
Pietro Belluschi. Twenty years later
some may be asking, “What is this
talk about Completing the Block?”
I called Steve Stephenson, Vice‐President of the Library Foundation who is chairing the
committee developing the Complete the Block campaign. I asked him three questions which
I felt would occur to most Library supporters.
Why do we need this property? Steve replied, “I think we can assume that Corvallis will
grow in years to come and the Library will need to respond. At some time we will need to
enlarge our building. If we are going to enlarge the building in our current central downtown
location we will need the parcel on 7th street currently occupied by the law offices.”
Why do we need to do this now? We are years from even thinking about expansion.
“The owner of the lot has created an option agreement with the City, giving the Library the
first right of purchase from his estate.” Steve continued, “This could happen any time – a
one–time opportunity. The Library Foundation is committed to raising $525,000 to be ready
when the land becomes available. When the land is available, there will only be six months to
complete the purchase. If we don’t have the money, we could lose the opportunity.”
Finally, why is the Foundation trying to raise the money? Why doesn’t the City purchase
it? Steve said, “The City is financially challenged to keep up with its obligations now. Like the
Corvallis Woman’s Club in raising funds in 1921 to buy the original property, it is really up to
us.” To follow the campaign, visit www.completetheblock.org.

Your Support Speaks Volumes
by Cate Caruso, Friends of the Library Membership Chair

Philomath Community Library
1050 Applegate St • Philomath OR 97370
541.929.3016
HOURS
Mon, Thu – Sat
Tue, Wed

10:00 am – 5:00 pm
10:00 am – 8:00 pm
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Library Closed
May 28 – Memorial Day

CORVALLIS‐BENTON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY

Last year the Friends of the Corvallis‐Benton County Public Library celebrated a mile‐
stone – a half century since we began advocating for our public library services. Over 2500
patrons a day check out materials, conduct job research, attend programs, do homework
and electronically access a world of information. Our Library looks to its Friends now more
than ever!
You can demonstrate your support for your Library and its mission by becoming a
member today. Or, if you have not already renewed your membership in the last twelve
months, now is a great time to do so. Many current members are adding a special donation
to their membership in recognition of the ongoing needs of the Library. With your extra
donation, the Friends can provide more assistance during these challenging times and well
into the next 50 years.
There are several ways to be a Friend to your
Library. The next time you stop by any branch, ask a
staff person for a membership form. You can fill it out
and leave it with your donations. Or, you can go online
to www.thebestlibraryfriends.org and either download
a form or complete your membership donation via
our new secure PayPal service. Membership levels
are $10 per individual, $20 per family, or $100 for
businesses. Whichever way you chose, your support
speaks volumes!

NEW STAFF MEMBERS
Lindy Brown
Reference Librarian

Charles Dunham
Reference Librarian

Alison Gavin
Community Library
Specialist

Ashley Hall
Extensions
Reference Librarian

Caring, responsible, and creative are three
words Lindy would use to describe herself.
Originally from Tualatin, Oregon, Lindy comes
to us from Oregon State University where she
served as an Academic Advisor. She held a similar
position at the University of Florida where she
once taught a college student success skills
class that included quarterback Tim Tebow.
Lindy is the proud owner of a sweet 110‐pound
Newfoundland named Casper and enjoys reading
as well as collecting LP records. Her favorite
book is A Separate Peace by John Knowles.

Bonnie Brzozowski

Globe‐trotter Charles has lived for more than six
months in India, Hong Kong, and Canada. He has
also spent time in Siberia and Costa Rica. In the
latter location, he volunteered at a wildlife
rehabilitation center caring for more than 300
parrots and a pair of squirrel monkeys where he
developed a deep distrust for parrots and a
fondness for squirrel monkeys (once he worked
out how to keep them out of his clothing)!
Originally from Washington D.C., Charles enjoys
hiking, making bread, tinkering with computers,
and spending time with his partner Clara. His
favorite flavor of ice cream is Stracciatella.

Joan Extrom

Alison migrated across country from New
York to Oregon where she now lives with her
husband, Noel, daughter Bridget, and Daisy
the Golden Retriever. She also has cats and
chickens. Her favorite book is Stephen King’s
The Stand and her favorite movie is The Princess
Bride. If given the opportunity to skip work
for a day, Alison could be found tending her
garden, one of her favorite pastimes. In a
previous life, she drove stock cars at the
Watsonville, California track. Alison’s favorite
ice cream is Ben & Jerry’s Karmal Sutra.

Lisa Haag

A Missoula, Montana native, Ashley lives with her
partner Ben and furry pets Berkeley (Lab/St. Bernard
mix), Dash (spooky black kitty and Berkeley’s best
friend), and Blanche (a white diva cat). When not
competing for the best cook prize with Ben,
Ashley enjoys hiking, fishing, traveling, gardening,
and of course, reading! Not without surprise, two
of her favorite reads are Julia Child’s Mastering
the Art of French Cooking and My Life in France.
She has had several unique travel experiences
including hiking the Great Wall of China and
caving in a lava tube near Mt. Shasta that was
filled with bats!

Felicia Uhden

Reference Librarian

Shelver

Shelver

Access Services
Manager

The transition to mountains, snow, and
days and days of rain has been quite a
new experience for Austin, Texas native
Bonnie Brzozowski. She recently relocated
here with her partner Nathan and two
spoiled cats, Clyde and Soma. Her hobbies
include reading, gardening, music, hiking,
and political ranting. Bonnie would love to
some day own several acres off the beaten
path, grow lots of fruit and veggies, and
raise feathered and maybe even some
furry friends.

A native Oregonian, Joan was born and raised
in the Portland area. She currently lives with
her 12‐year old Black Lab and has recently
been adopted by a cat. Her daughter Sam is
a Civil Engineer in Springfield and daughter
Crystal will graduate from Portland State
in June. Joan has worked for every City of
Corvallis department except Fire and Police.
Her greatest pleasure is sitting in her lounge
chair, reading mysteries and autobiographies,
with the cat in her lap. She belongs to two
different book clubs—one began in 1984!

Born in Ohio and raised in San Jose, California,
Lisa made the move to Oregon with her
husband, Tim in 2001. Rumor has it they will
be adding a furry friend to the family in the
near future! One of her most memorable trips
was her honeymoon in beautiful Banff and
Lake Louise. Lisa has 25 years experience
teaching elementary school. In her free time,
she enjoys gardening, reading, drawing with
colored pencils, and watercolors. A fun day off
for Lisa would include a trip to the Japanese
Garden and SCRAP in Portland, and anything
chocolate‐flavored makes her smile!

Crescent Valley High School alum Felicia Uhden
has returned to her roots after several years at
the Seattle Public Library where she held a
similar management position. Prior to that, she
was the Technical Services Librarian for the
Corvallis Public Library. She and her husband
Richard will be celebrating their silver wedding
anniversary this summer and share their home
with Solange, a 10‐year old Chartreux cat. She
loves chocolate ice cream, Girl Scout Thin Mint
cookies, reading, traveling, and attending musi‐
cal and theatrical performances. It’s also no
secret that she is an avid fan of classic Star Trek!
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Author Andrew Pham
Friday and Saturday, May 4 – 5, 2012
Cooking Demonstration, Author Talk, and Writing Workshop. All events are free.
Andrew Pham, author of the books Catfish and Mandala, The Eves of Heaven, and the new A Culinary
Odyssey: My Cookbook Diary of Travels, Flavors, and Memories of Southeast Asia, will be visiting
Corvallis May 4 and 5 for events sponsored by the Friends of the Library.
On Friday, May 4 from 3 – 5 pm at the First Alternative Coop South Store, Andrew will demonstrate
and provide tastings of simple Southeast Asian dishes. Space is limited. To register, call the Coop at
541‐753‐3115 and press 0 for customer service. This event is co‐sponsored by Slow Food Corvallis. At 7 pm the same day, Pham will give a
talk at the Corvallis Public Library on topics including the changing face of Southeast Asia, travel and memoir writing, freelance journalism,
food writing/restaurant critic work, launching a project on Kickstarter, self‐publishing, traditional publishing, e‐publishing, and cooking.
Southeast Asian snacks will be provided by Baguette Restaurant.
On Saturday, May 5, Pham will conduct a writing workshop from 9:30 am to 12:30 pm. Please call the Library at 541‐766‐6793 to register.

SUMMER READING 2012 EVENTS
CORVALLIS
Chintimini Chamber Music
Festival Children’s Concert
June 20 | 10 am and 3:30 pm
Teddy Bear Picnic
Mud Pie Divas
June 21 | 10 am
Wildlife Safari
“Animals of the Night”
June 27 | 2 pm and 3:30 pm
Recess Monkeys Music Group
June 28 | 10 am

Evergreen Aviation and
Space Museum
July 11 | 3:30 pm

Summer Reading Finale
Slightly Illusional
August 8 | 3:30 pm

Dragon Puppet Theater
July 18 | 3:30 pm

ALSEA

Cool Tunes with Eric Herman
July 25 | 3:30 pm

MONROE

Celeste Rose Marionette Show
July 26 | 10 am
Astronomy for Everyone
August 7 | 3:30 pm

Wildlife Safari July 12 | 6 pm
Slightly Illusional June 14 | 1 pm
LEGO Party June 21 | 1 pm
Recess Monkeys June 28 | 1 pm
Wildlife Safari July 12 | 1 pm
Dragon Puppet Theater
July 19 | 1 pm
Eric Herman July 26 | 1 pm

Please contact individual branch libraries for additional program information.
Corvallis 541.766.6794
Alsea 541.487.5061
Monroe 541.847.5174

PHILOMATH
Slightly Illusional June 20 | 1 pm
Dream Catchers June 27 | 1 pm
Wildlife Safari July 12 | 3 pm
Dragon Puppet Theater
July 18 | 1 pm
Eric Herman July 25 | 1 pm
Philomath 541.929.3016

Youth ACTIVITIES

STORYTIMES

All Storytimes are offered weekly at
10:00 am in the Youth Storytime Room
at the Corvallis Library unless other‐
wise noted.
Infant Storytime (Birth to 18 mo)
Wednesdays
Wobbler Storytime (12 – 24 mo)
Fridays

Teen Book Discussion Celebrating Joyce Carol Oates

Students from OSU’s Creative Writing Department will lead a book discussion of Big
Mouth & Ugly Girl by Joyce Carol Oates. Free and open to all teens ages 12 and up.
Participants can stop by the Youth Services Desk to pick up their free copy of the book.
May 2
6:00 pm
Youth Activity Room

Mother Goose Asks “Why?”
Explore science through children's picture books. Program includes stories, hands‐on
science activities. For children ages 3‐5.
May 10
10:00 am
Main Meeting Room

Toddler Storytime (18 – 36 mo)
Tuesdays
Preschool Storytime (3 – 5 yrs)
Thursdays
Bedtime Storytime (all ages)
Mondays 7:00 pm
La Fiesta de su Biblioteca (all ages)
(English/Spanish storytime)
Second Saturday of each month at
11:00 am | Main Meeting Room

Beginning Chapters Book Club
Book club for kids reading beginning chapter books on their own. Each month's
book is available at the Library (limited copies).
May 16
Storytime Room

3:30 pm

Animanga Book Club

My First Book Club

Preview new manga, win prizes in a trivia
contest, watch anime, and eat snacks.
Ages 12‐18 are welcome.

Book club for kids beginning to read on
their own. Book discussion and activity.
Parents welcome!

May 7
4:30 pm
Youth Activity Room

May 9
June 13
Storytime Room

Rise and Shine Storytime
Wednesdays at 10:00 am

Teen Game Night

Family Music Fun

Monroe Community Library

Teens ages 12‐18 are welcome to play Xbox,
PlayStation, Wii, and board games. Snacks
provided.

Family participation music and movement
program for young children and their
families.

May 21
5:00 pm
June 18
5:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

May 19
June 16
Storytime Room

Man with the Yellow Hat (Birth to 3 yrs)
First Saturday of each month at
11:00 am

Philomath Community Library
Starlight Storytime
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm

Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays at 10:30 am

3:30 pm
3:30 pm

11:00 am
11:00 am

All youth events are free and open to the public. For more information,
please call 541.766.6794 or visit our web site at www.thebestlibrary.net.
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Mink River by Brian Doyle. Reviewed by John
Larison.
May 9
12:00 pm
The Panic Virus: A True Story of Medicine,
Science, and Fear by Seth Mnookin. Reviewed
by Michael Wong.
June 13
12:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

League of Women Voters
“Man on the Board.” Perspectives from the
first man on the National League of Women
Voters Board. All League of Women Voters
presentations are open to the public and
co‐sponsored by the Library.
May 23
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Library Board Meeting

Book Club

Monthly meeting of the Library Advisory
Board. Public welcome.

Country Driving by Peter Hessler.
May 16
7:00 pm

May 2
7:30 pm
June 6
7:30 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

One Day by David Nicholls
June 20
7:00 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

Author Andrew Pham

Author Pam Houston

Cooking demonstration, author talk, and
writing workshop. Sponsored by the Friends
of the Library. See page 4 for more details.

Author Pam Houston will share from her
second novel, Contents May Have Shifted.
Co‐sponsored by Grass Roots Books and the
Friends of the Library.

May 4
7:00 pm
May 5
9:30 am
Main Meeting Room

May 22
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Edible Wild Plants Presentation
In this beautiful and educational presentation, Dr. John Kallas shows how to identify, harvest, and
prepare nutritious, delicious, and abundant edible wild plants found within walking distance of your
kitchen. Based on Dr. Kallas’ new book, Edible Wild Plants—Wild Foods From Dirt to Plate.
May 24
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Meditative Journaling Workshop
Dr. Mary Ann (Wallace) Iyer has been hosting Meditative Journaling workshops for over 30 years. Be
prepared to reflect deeply within yourself as Dr. Iyer leads the group into a quiet introspective place of
self‐awareness and then poses relevant questions. Discover new insights and use this material to journal.
Participation limited. Advanced registration required. Contact the Reference Desk at 541.766.6793.
June 2
2:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Everybody Reads
JOYCE CAROL OATES

Random Review

Adult PROGRAMS
An informal discussion of
Joyce Carol Oates’ works
in celebration of the 2012
inaugural Stone Award
presented to Oates by
Oregon State University.
Read any of Oates’ many
titles and share what you’ve read
with others in a casual conversation
hosted by two OSU MFA Creative
Writing students.
May 12
2:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Friends of the Library
Annual Membership
Meeting
All members of the Friends and the public
are welcome to this annual meeting to
review activities of the past year and plan
for the future.
June 13
1:30 pm
Main Meeting Room

All events are free and open to the
public. For more information, please
call 541.766.6793.
If you have a disability and
need accommodations for a
program, call 541.766.6928.
Please allow 48 hours notice, so that
we can better serve you.
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