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Grant Received for New Monroe Library
by Carolyn Rawles‐Heiser, Library Director

Monroe is finally going to get a new library
building! Thanks to the efforts of a dedicated group
of local volunteers, the South Benton Library Project
(SBLP), enough funds have been raised to start
construction in mid‐2012.
Each community in Benton County is responsible
for providing its own building. For many years,
Monroe’s library has been housed in their City Hall
building. The people of Monroe love and use their
building extensively, but it is too small! Programs
must be held off‐site, there is not enough room for
seating or for enough computers, and the collec‐
tion is severely constrained because there is no space.
The new building will be on Highway 99 across from
Monroe High School. It will incorporate the old train station
which will become the meeting room/library program area.
A new section will be built onto the train station which will
house the library proper.

Fundraising has been underway for several years. A $1.375
million Community Development Block Grant sponsored by
Benton County put them over the top. County staff member
George McAdams and SBLP volunteer Michele Gazica did a
great job sifting through all the complexities of applying for
the federal grant. Many significant private donations have
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News from Library Director Carolyn Rawles-Heiser
One of the best things about working for the Corvallis‐
Benton County Public Library is our strong community support.
Actually “devotion” is a more appropriate word! This love
translates into generous donations which supplement funds
from the City of Corvallis and Benton County. These gifts
allow us to provide much more in the way of books, equip‐
ment, programs, and most importantly, buildings! The
feature article of this newsletter is a story on the new
Monroe Community Library which will become possible
thanks to a combination of federal funds (a Community
Development Block Grant) and donations from individuals
and foundations. An all‐volunteer group, the South Benton
Library Project, coordinated all the fundraising.
Our own Library Foundation helped make the CDBG
application possible by paying for a required income survey
to determine that Monroe qualified as low to moderate

income. Every year, thanks to your
gifts, much‐needed equipment and
furnishings system‐wide are paid for
by the Foundation, as are thousands
of dollars worth of books and other
library materials. A major project of
the Foundation now is to help raise
funds to ensure the Library can
“Complete the Block” by a future
purchase of the last remaining parcel of land adjacent to the
Corvallis Library.
The Library Foundation Annual Campaign is now underway.
Your donations help make our library system strong. New
this year will be the ability to donate using PayPal which we
hope will improve convenience for donors who wish to give
electronically. We truly appreciate your support!

Monroe Library

Carpet Replacement
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been received. Philanthropist John Gray, who
grew up in the Monroe area, has pledged
$500,000. Other large gifts were received from
the Oregon Community Foundation, Ford
Family Foundation, Wichita Falls Area Com‐
munity Foundation, Meyer Memorial Trust,
Collins Foundation, James and Marion
Miller Foundation, Ann and Bill Swindells
Foundation, Starker Forests, and Margaret
Hull. Thousands have been raised by local
fundraising events as well.
The Library will provide the furnishings,
equipment, and of course books and staff
for the new library. We are thrilled to have
this opportunity to better serve the Monroe
community and so grateful to all those who
are making this possible!

The carpet will be replaced in the lobby
of the Corvallis Library during the week of
December 19–24. The Library will remain
open regular hours. Signs will be posted
and staff will be available to direct patrons
to services and collections in the building.
Check in/out and other circulation services
will be located in the Main Meeting Room,
which will also serve as the main entrance
to the Library during part of the project.
The current carpeting has been in place
for over twelve years and is in the most
trafficked area of the Library. The project is
funded by the 2011 Operating Levy.
Please visit www.thebestlibrary.net
or phone 541.766.6448 for daily updates
during this week in December.

Find out how you can help:
www.monroelibraryor.blogspot.com

The Priceless Gift of Volunteer Time
by Cathi Roberts, Volunteer Coordinator

Cristy Brickell started volunteering at
the Library as a Christmas present to her
father‐in‐law.
In December 2008, Cristy’s family had a
wonderful idea: instead of buying gifts for
each other, they would each draw a name
out of a hat (secret‐Santa style), and would
pledge to volunteer during 2009, choosing
an organization favored by the gift‐recipient.
Cristy’s father‐in‐law is an avid reader and
library patron, so Cristy chose the Corvallis‐
Benton County Public Library.
Her initial commitment was to contrib‐
ute two hours a week for one year, but by
the time her year was up, Cristy had become
a skilled, highly‐valued volunteer, and she
was enjoying it too much to stop. Since
then she has put in over 200 hours, mostly
shelving holds and checking in Audio‐Visual
materials. Recently she added a new job to
her list, and is serving as co‐Treasurer for
the Friends of the Library (Cristy is the only
volunteer on our roster who listed “accounting”
as a hobby on her application).
After growing up in the Midwest and earn‐
ing a degree in Philosophy from Northeast
Missouri State University (now renamed
Truman State), Cristy came to Oregon in

Volunteer Cristy Brickell

search of a friendlier climate. She’s well‐
settled here, “married, with cats,” as she
describes it. Accounting is not her only hobby –
she’s a weaver and ceramics artist, too.
For the last few years, Cristy has been
working on another Bachelor’s degree at
OSU, this time in Fine Arts, with an emphasis
on fiction‐writing. She has plans to write
popular fiction and illustrate her books with
her own artwork.
We’ll be saving a spot for her upstairs,
somewhere between Bradbury and Brontë.

Friends of the Library Corner by David Low, President
Have you been in the Corvallis Library recently?
If so, perhaps you have noticed new décor along
the wall between the Friends fifty‐cent book room
and the entrance to the Belluschi Wing. The prior
undistinguished appearance has been transformed
into two display areas featuring clean lines and
pleasing tones, blending nicely with other areas
and furnishings of the Library.
The Library deserves this modest interior
enhancement. The Friends of the Library and
the Library Foundation made it happen, using
the expert craftsmanship of Eager Beaver Cabinets
and no public money. In addition to sprucing up
the décor, the Friends and the Foundation
believe it is important to let patrons know about
our continued support for the many services our Public Library offers. We also believe it is vital to advocate for
sustained involvement and interest in the infrastructure and programs that come from a Library open and free to all.
To that end, the Friends and Library Foundation will be using their respective display areas to educate and inform
the public about ways to support our Library. Each group has its unique mission and you will see this reflected in the
postings and displays. We hope to keep our areas relevant and fresh so you will have an opportunity to learn about
how you can volunteer or do something extra to add to the spirit of community that is our Public Library. For the
Friends of the Library’s 50th anniversary, which we are celebrating this year, there can be no better goal!

FRIENDS HOLIDAY BOOK SALE
DECEMBER 10 | 10 AM – 4 PM
MAIN MEETING ROOM

Library Foundation Corner by Betty McCauley, Board Member
“I don’t think the book is going
to go away anytime soon.”
‐ Carolyn Rawles‐Heiser

Occasionally, the Foundation Board grapples with thoughts about future Library
needs. On the subject of possible expansion some day, a question was asked about the
need for as much space in the future when eBooks are becoming so common. This idea
prompted Library Director Carolyn Rawles‐Heiser to assure us that “for the foreseeable
future, the Library is going to need physical space.” Physical items we provide take up
space, along with equipment needed for the digital material. “I don’t think the book is
going to go away anytime soon,” she said.
She listed the space services we provide – public computers, microfilm, programming,
study rooms, displays, etc. We all notice that wireless users need seating. Of course, the
Library is an important place for public meetings too.
Unlike bookstores, “The Library is not under pressure to turn borrowers into buyers.
They have already bought our services with their taxes,” Carolyn said.
The last expansion was in 1992, nearly 20 years ago, which is the normal lifespan of
space in a library according to Carolyn. So it is appropriate that the Foundation explore
needs and options in this digital age to be ready with appropriate goals when the time
comes.
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Library eBooks for Kindle - NOW AVAILABLE!
by Carrie Ottow, Adult Services Reference Librarian

It’s finally here! Library2Go eBooks are now compatible
with Kindle eReaders. Downloadable library eBooks have been
very popular with our patrons, but until now they have only
been compatible with eReaders like the Nook and the Sony
Reader, and mobile devices like the iPad, iPhone and Android
tablets and phones. Now, by using your Library card, Kindle
users will also be able to access the Library’s collection of
almost 11,000 eBooks.
To access the collection, click on Library2Go from the CBCPL
web site home page. Once there be sure to click on “2Go Account”
and log in with your Library card. We have been purchasing
extra copies of eBooks just for our Library patrons, so once you
are logged in, you will have access to even more copies. You can
browse the site by category, or search for specific titles. When

HOMEWORK HELP:
Fast! Free! Online!

you have found a title you want, add it to your
cart and check it out with your Library card.
You can then click the button “get for Kindle”
and it will link to Amazon.com where you can
login to the account associated with your
Kindle and complete the download. You can
transfer the book to your Kindle or to Kindle software installed
on your computer or other devices such as the iPad. Ebooks can
be returned from the “Manage Your Kindle” section of Amazon.
Any notes you make in your Kindle will be saved and available
to you if you ever check out the book again.
If you have any questions about eBooks and our Library2Go
service, contact the Adult Services Reference Desk at
541.766.6793, or email us at askalibrarian@ci.corvallis.or.us.

CIRCULATION POLICY
CHANGE
Effective November 1, 2011:

Get the info you need to do your homework.
Kid‐friendly & accessible from home!
Online access to magazine & newspaper articles,
encyclopedias, and other reference books.

www.thebestlibrary.net/kidsresearch
Library databases are available online anywhere that you
use the Internet. You’ll need your Library card to log in.
Question? Call 541.766.6794

• Fines will increase to 15 cents per day, per item.
The maximum of $5 per item will remain the same.

• Non‐resident fees will increase to $120 per year.
• Patrons with account balances over $300 will no
longer have computer access or be able to access
online resources from home.

Youth ACTIVITIES

STORYTIMES

All Storytimes are offered weekly at
10:00 am in the Youth Storytime Room
at the Corvallis Library unless other‐
wise noted.
Infant Storytime (Birth to 18 mo)
Wednesdays
Wobbler Storytime (12 – 24 mo)
Fridays
Toddler Storytime (18 – 36 mo)
Tuesdays
Preschool Storytime (3 – 5 yrs)
Thursdays
Bedtime Storytime (all ages)
Mondays 7:00 pm
La Fiesta de su Biblioteca (all ages)
(English/Spanish storytime)
Second Saturday of each month at
11:00 am | Main Meeting Room

Mother Goose Asks “Why?”
Explore science through children's picture books. Program includes stories, hands‐on
science activities. For children ages 3‐5.
November 3
10:00 am
Main Meeting Room

Diary of a Wimpy Kid Party
School‐age children are invited to celebrate the release of Book 6 in the series.
November 21
1:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

R.E.A.D. Dogs
Beginning readers, ages 4‐9, are invited to practice their reading with a dog. 20‐minute
sessions. Pre‐registration optional. Walk‐ins welcome! Parental permission slip required.
November 4, 18
2:30 – 4:00 pm
December 2, 9
2:30 – 4:00 pm
December 28, 29 2:30 – 3:30 pm
Brookes Reading Room

Beginning Chapters Book Club

Man with the Yellow Hat (Birth to 3 yrs)
First Saturday of each month at
11:00 am

Book club for kids reading beginning chapter books on their own.
A limited number of copies of each month's book is available at the Library.

Philomath Community Library

November 16
December 21
Storytime Room

3:30 pm
3:30 pm

Bedtime Storytime
Tuesdays at 7:00 pm

Teen Game Night

Family Music Fun

Monroe Community Library

Teens ages 12‐18 are welcome to play
Xbox, PlayStation, Wii, and board games.
Snacks provided.

Family participation music and move‐
ment program for young children and
their families.

Preschool Storytime
Tuesdays at 10:30 am

November 21
5:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

November 19
Storytime Room

Preschool Storytime
Wednesdays at 10:00 am

11:00 am

All youth events are free and open to the public. For more information,
please call 541.766.6794 or visit our web site at www.thebestlibrary.net.
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Random Review

Adult PROGRAMS
Library Board Meeting

Lean on Pete by Willy Vlautin. Reviewed by
Gary Whitehouse.
November 9
12:00 pm

Monthly meeting of the Library Advisory
Board. Public welcome.
November 2
7:30 pm
December 7
7:30 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

Cascadia’s Fault: the Earthquake and Tsunami
that Could Devastate North America by Jerry
Thompson. Reviewed by Chris Goldfinger.
December 14
12:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Renewable
ENERGY

Lecture Series

Book Club

Classical Guitar Concert

How We Decide by Johan Lehrer

Eugene musician John Jarvie plays classical
guitar.

This series covers the recent news and
research on major forms of renewable
energy in use today, and societal and
environmental issues regarding large‐
scale renewable energy. It continues
last fall’s informative lectures on this
important topic. Co‐sponsored by LBCC
Benton Center.

November 10
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Nov 1

Geothermal Energy Basics
Dr. Ted Brekken, OSU

Nov 8

Hybrid & Electric Vehicles
Dr. Ted Brekken and Christy
Anderson Brekken

Nov 15

Wind Power
Dr. Ted Brekken

Nov 22

Wave Power
Dr. Ted Brekken

Nov 29

Residential Solar Systems
Dave Eveland, Solar Summit

November 16
7:00 pm
Woman’s Club Board Room

Author William Sullivan Talk
Oregon hiking guru Bill Sullivan takes us on a tour of his favorite hikes and adventures in all parts of
the state, recommending top trips for every month of the year. Based on his new book, "Oregon
Favorites," the show includes tips on new trails, as well as anecdotes about history, geology, wildlife,
and people along the way. Co‐sponsored by the Sierra Club.
November 16
7:00 pm
Main Meeting Room

Friends of the Library Holiday Book Sale

All lectures begin at 12:10 pm in the
Main Meeting Room of the Corvallis
Library. Free and open to the public.
Bring your lunch!

A huge selection of lightly used books, suitable for gifts. All proceeds benefit the Corvallis‐Benton
County Public Library.
December 10
10:00 am – 4:00 pm
Main Meeting Room
All events are free and open to the
public. For more information, please
call 541.766.6793.

League of Women Voters
“The Federal Role in Education: A National Study by the League of Women Voters of the U.S.”
Presentations by members of the local League’s Education Study Committee, as well as discussion.
Public welcome. Co‐sponsored by the Library.
November 8 (Part 1) and November 14 (Part 2)
Main Meeting Room

7:00 pm

If you have a disability and
need accommodations for a
program, call 541.766.6928.
Please allow 48 hours notice, so that
we can better serve you.
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